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Public Open House #1 

Inner Loop East Transformation Project 

Date/Time: November 6, 2013 / 2:00PM to 4:00PM and 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Place: Manhattan Square Park 

Attendees: See Attached Sign-in Sheet 

Absentees:    

Distribution: Paul Way, COR  

Erik Frisch, COR   

Jim McIntosh, COR                   

Rick Papaj, NYSDOT                         

Jim Hofmann, Stantec 

 
Item: Action: 

Introduction 

A Public Open House was held on November 6, 2013 at Manhattan Square Park 
to receive public input on the project.   Stations were setup to allow the public to 
review the project history, alternatives, Ped/Bike considerations, preferred 
alternative and next steps in the design development process.   Attendees were 
encouraged to leave feedback at each station via markups and ‘sticky notes’ 
which were captured and summarized.   All comments will be reviewed by the 
project team and incorporated into the design development as appropriate.   

A summary of the Open House is attached and includes the following 
information: 

 Meeting Agenda 

 Sign-in Sheets 

 Project Display Boards 

 RRCDC Display Boards 

 Project Display Boards with ‘sticky note’ public comments 

 RRCDC Boards with public comments 

 Open House Comment Summary 

 Comment correspondence 

 

The foregoing is considered to be a true and accurate record of all items discussed. If any discrepancies or 
inconsistencies are noted, please contact the writer immediately. 
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Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. 

 

Jim Hofmann Jr., P.E. 
Principal, Office Leader 
Phone: (585) 413-5257 
Fax: (585) 272-1814 

Jim.hofmann@stantec.com 

Attachment: As noted above 

c. Distribution 
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Public Open House 
Project Display Boards 
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From: Burch Craig [mailto:burch.craig@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 8:47 AM 
To: Frisch, Erik L. 
Subject: Inner Loop East Transformation Project - public comment 
 
I have 2 comments for your public upcoming public meeting on November 6th and wish them to put on 
record. 
 

1. It is important to maintian current access to the commercial buildings on Pitkin St. These 
businesses use the area adjacent to the their buildings for pick and delivery of goods. 

2. A design that has been circulating uses round abouts for vehicle traffic. While the concept is 
great for vehicle traffic it is a disaster for pedestrians. The new traffic circle at Broad and 
Broadway is a great example. The pedestrian crossing and signage are very clear yet many times 
I have observed vehicles failing to yield to pedestrians. I know from experience driving a car thru 
it that I am more focused on other cars and the pedestiran awareness come 2nd. With traffic 
intersections and signalling devices the pedestiran is given a safer route to cross the street. So 
go with signaled intersections! 

 
 Burch Craig 
www.craigautometrics.com 
10 Winthrop St. 
Rochester, NY 14607 
Bosch Authorized Service 
Google Voice  (585) 210-9301 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
From: Jeff Singer [mailto:jeffasinger@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 9:35 PM 
To: Frisch, Erik L. 
Subject: Inner Loop Feedback 
 
I attended the information sessions earlier today, here are some thoughts: 

1. As a whole, the plan is a huge step in the direction the city needs to be going. I think this will 
greatly benefit most of the surrounding areas, and the businesses in them. 

2. The city should make an effort to connect the new bike facilities with existing ones, including on 
University going east, Monroe, and down Woodbury to the Genesee Riverway trail. 

3. It would be great if the city could secure a pedestrian and bicycle right of way down canfield 
place to the intersection of alexander and Park Ave. 

4. The concessions made for parking in front of the businesses near howell and broadway seem 
very strange. 

5. I realize the Howell/Broadway/Monroe/Union intersection is high traffic, and complicated, 
however, is there anything that could be done to make the pedestrian crossing from Monroe to 
the opposite side of Chestnut is very, very far, and involves crossing the on ramp to 490 from 
Chestnut. Is a signal possible there? 

6. About 1/3 of the frontage to Union St that will remain is currently parking lots, and a big portion 
of the rest is businesses that face other streets. I only see a handful of new parcels being 
generated that are clearly going to be very desirable to developers (mostly those along East 
Ave). Is the city going to offer any incentives to developers? WIll there be zoning requirements 
to have buildings that actually face the new union st rather than the cross streets? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Doug Jerum [mailto:djerum@ferrarajerum.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 3:46 PM 
To: Frisch, Erik L. 
Subject: Inner Loop question from the web 
 
Dear Mr. Frisch, 
 
We are the owners of 158 Monroe Avenue, adjacent to the “Parcel #3” that would ostensibly be created 
by the (excellent) project to fill the Inner Loop East. We are wondering if there has been any discussion 
about how the parcels will be sold. In the case of Parcel #3, we will be the only private landowner 
abutting the parcel. Will property abutters be given any preference or priority for purchasing the land 
created, especially in a situation such as ours where there are no other private property owners abutting 
the parcel? The ability to combine parcel #3 with our existing property would greatly increase the 
development options over what can be done on each one individually. 
 
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.  
 
Douglas Jerum 
Partner 
339 East Avenue 
Suite 4320 
Rochester, NY 14604-2615 
585.362.8702 direct 
585.454.6991 main 
ferrarajerum.com 
@FJIrealestate 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: J. Matthew Good [mailto:jmatthew.good@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 12:14 AM 
To: Frisch, Erik L. 
Subject: Inner Loop 
 
If the intent is to destroy what little business is left in the East End of downtown, then go ahead 
and fill in the inner loop. The convenient access to the East End for city and suburban dwellers 
alike is all that keeps the East End alive. Filling in the Inner Loop along Union and Pitkin streets will 
reduce the accessibility to the East End. It will also remove the physical barrier that keeps 
downtown desolation and crime from easily spreading into the East End. While there has been 
some small revitalization of the downtown core in recent months, it has all taken place at the 
edges adjoining the inner loop. The only other vibrant part of the downtown core is the two 
blocks of East Ave. inside the inner loop that reflect the benefit of both the nearness of the East 
End and the access provided by the loop. Removing the loop will endanger such long standing 
Rochester landmarks as The Little Theater, Arena's, and Spot (Hallman Chevrolet) Coffee. 
 
J. Matthew Good 
124 Seager St. (owner occupant) 
City of Rochester, 14620 
 



Please consider the environment before printing this email.
From: Sue.Eliaszewskyj@lifethc.com [mailto:Sue.Eliaszewskyj@lifethc.com]
Sent: Friday, January 03, 2014 10:51 AM
To: Hofmann, Jim
Subject: 490 entrance ramp by ESL garage

Good morning Jim.  I work for Excellus and am responsible for Facilities, parking etc.  Late last fall, Steve 
Golding told me that you were looking for feedback from area property owners regarding the temporary 
closing of the access to 490 from Chestnut by the ESL garage.  It was closed for repairs to a section of 
the bridge I believe.  

That closing was a nightmare for our company and everyone who parks off of Woodbury including the 
folks that park in the Washington St garage.  Since that entrance was closed, drivers chose to travel 
down Woodbury to get onto the highway.  There was always a long queue of traffic waiting at the 
Woodbury and South Ave traffic light for the 490 E entrance ramp that often extended beyond S. 
Clinton.  Our underground garage houses 525 cars which had difficulty exiting the building at many times 
during the day, not just rush hour.  In addition our employees who park in the rented lot from St Mary's 
and the lot behind GEVA had difficulty crossing the street to get to those lots.  It was a huge safety issue 
for those several months.   

I hope you are not remotely thinking about eliminating that entrance ramp to 490 with the fill in of the 
portion of the Inner Loop.  Please contact me if you need any additional feedback or information.  Thank 
you.  Sue 
_____________________________________________ 
Susan Eliaszewskyj, Corporate VP Administrative Services 
165 Court St, Rochester, NY  14647 
phone 585.238.4262 fax 585.238.4224
sue.eliaszewskyj@lifethc.com




