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R e l a t i o n s h i p s .  R e s o u r c e s .  R e s u l t s .

November 19, 2010

Monroe County Pure Waters - IWC
444 E. Henrietta Road, Bldg. 15
Rochester, New York 14620

Attn: Sean Keenan

Re: Specialty Short Term Discharge Permit
Former Emerson Street Landfill

Dear Mr. Keenan:

As we discussed recently on the telephone, LaBella Associates, P.C. (LaBella) has performed a 
subsurface exploration program on behalf of the City of Rochester, related to additional hydrogeologic 
assessment of the Former Emerson Street Landfill.  The investigation included installation of several 
bedrock groundwater monitoring wells, and resulted in generation of investigation-derived waste in the 
form of drilling water and groundwater sampling/purge water.  The fluids have been temporarily stored in 
a poly tank and/or 55-gallon drums.  This letter and its attachments represent an application for a 
Specialty Short Term Discharge Permit to dispose of these fluids in the Monroe County sanitary sewer.

Project Information

The following table provides information requested in the Permit application materials:

a) Contractor or environmental representative 
name

LaBella Associates, P.C.
300 State Street, Suite 201
Rochester, NY 14614

b) Contact person name, phone # Robert Mahoney, 295-6601
(Alternate: Dan Noll; 295-6611)
Fax: 454-3066

c) Site name, address Former Emerson Street Landfill
McCrackenville Street
Rochester, NY 

d) Description of site work and history of site. 
Site history should include current and past 
businesses and activities or products produced.

Former large-scale landfill with documented history of 
extensive ash material disposal from early 1930s to 
1971.  Portions of the former landfill study area are a 
NYSDEC-listed hazardous waste site.   The overall 
study area has undergone several environmental 
investigations, and several properties within the former 
landfill limits have now been delisted.  The area is 
heavily developed for commercial and industrial land 
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use.

This investigation included installation of eight new 
bedrock monitoring wells and sampling of the new and 
previously-installed wells.

e) Former/current contents of underground 
storage tanks and/or material spilled and/or 
history of site contaminants.

Historic groundwater sampling has indicated one 
source area where significant volatile organic 
compounds (VOC) contamination exists in 
groundwater; other wells outside the source area have 
only low part-per-billion levels of selected VOCs.  \

[Note – waters from the source-area monitoring wells 
are NOT included in the water for disposal under this 
permit application].

See discussion below regarding sampling and analyses 
for the water.

f) Quantity of wastewater to be discharged Approximately 1,500 gallons.

g) Method of treatment (if applicable) NA

h) Method to control solids discharge (if 
applicable)

Decant water from the top of the storage tank or drums
to avoid sediment that may have collected at the 
bottom.

i) Expected date of discharge To Be Determined

j) Project duration Discharge time estimated at a minimum of three hours, 
based on a maximum discharge rate of 10 gallons per 
minute.  The rate may actually be less.

Worker’s Compensation

As required, a copy of LaBella’s Certificate of Insurance indicating our Workers Compensation coverage 
is included in Appendix 1.

Fee

A check in the amount of $125 is attached.

Sampling and Analytical Results

Samples of the water from the tank and drums were submitted to Paradigm Environmental Services for 
analysis.  The samples were analyzed using the following methods:
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- RCRA Metals, USEPA Methods 6010 and 7470
- Volatile  Organic Compounds, USEPA Method 624
- Semivolatile Organic Compounds, USEPA Method 625

Results of the analyses are included in Appendix 2. The results indicate that VOCs and SVOCs were not 
present in the samples at concentrations at or above the method detection limit.  The only metals detected 
in the samples were Arsenic, Barium, Chromium, Lead and Selenium, in the low part-per-billion 
concentration range. 

Water Discharge

An apparent sanitary sewer manhole is located in close proximity to the water storage area, as shown on 
the Attached Figure 1.  LaBella proposes to discharge to this manhole, pending approval from MCDES.  
The water will be discharged at a rate of 10 gallons per minute or less.

Respectfully submitted,

LABELLA  ASSOCIATES,  P.C.

Robert J. Mahoney,
Senior Environmental Geologist

Attachments

cc: Joseph Biondolillo, City of Rochester DES

Y:\Rochester, City\210173 FESL\Hydrogeology\New Well Installation\IDW-related\LTR.2010.11.12_MCPWDischargePermit.doc
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Temporary Tank 
Storage location

Temporary Drum 
Storage location

Sewer manhole location

N
Sewer manhole location

Figure 1

Tank and Drum Storage and 
Sewer manhole Locations November 2010

See inset below
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Laboratory Analytical Reports




















































