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New Race & Dog Walk to Benefit Animal Services

The buzz around the shelter
and in VSAS Board meetings
during the past several months
has been about the upcoming
Furry Scurry. The 10K road
race and 1-mile dog walk on
June 30, 2007 will be the big-
gest outreach event that either
Animal Services or VSAS has
been involved with to date.

The goal for the event is two-
fold. First, Director of Animal
Services, Chris Fitzgerald
wanted to develop an event
that would draw attention to
Animal Services. Fitzgerald
acknowledges that many peo-
ple still think of the organization
as “the pound” and they have
no idea about the Animal Ser-
vices adoption, sterilization, or
pet first aid programs. Fitzger-
ald’s idea was to plan a race
that would begin and end near
the shelter and also highlight
downtown Rochester, Corn Hill,

and the Genesee River. Being a
runner himself, Fitzgerald rec-
ognized the appeal of this sce-
nic urban run and the potential
for the run to become a peren-
nial fixture on the local running
calendars.

The second goal is to raise
funds to help support the health
and wellness of sheltered ani-
mals, the spay-neuter clinic, the
foster program, and to increase
the shelter’s exposure through
advertising campaigns.

As a first-year race, the likeli-
hood of generating funds
through runner registration
alone was not promising and
the idea of a City dog walk had
been tossed around for a cou-
ple of years. So Fitzgerald and
co-event director, Kim Stubbe
proposed a 1-mile dog walk to
get dog owners in particular
involved in supporting the
cause. The VSAS Board unani-

10K ROAD RACE

mously supported the proposed
event and have thrown them-
selves into the planning.
Anyone interested in register-
ing can use the tear off form on
page 5 or the pledge form on
page 6 or register online at
ACTIVE.com. To learn more
about this event or how to get
involved visit VSAS.org.

Meet the Animal Services Unit

Patrizia Ringer, Luis
Rodriguez, Jennifer
Edwards, Jonelle
Lang, Pam Cook,
Chris Fitzgerald,
Farrell Eli, Deonna
Campbell, Dan Mur-
phy, Michelle Colbert,
Terra Ross-Caleb,
Fred Parkinson,
Denise Lybrand, Paul
Sobtzick, Ron Lodar,
Tim Wensel, Sue
Filetti, Paul Huertas,
Tom Shannon, Miss-
ing: Andrew Ames,
Amy Bianchi, Elaine
Lalka, Jeff Leusch.
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“We must all
take
responsibility to
spay and neuter
our pets and to
encourage
others to do the
same.”

Shelter Statistics

Dog
January
Impounded 232
Adopted 49
Redeemed 42
Transferred 12
Euthanized 120
Sterilized 44
Adoption 32
LISN 12
Redemption 0
February
Impounded 203
Adopted 48
Redeemed 32
Transferred 16
Euthanized 105
Sterilized 49
Adoption 35
LISN 1
Redemption 13
March
Impounded 257
Adopted 36
Redeemed 67
Transferred 9
Euthanized 117
Sterilized 61
Adoption 30
LISN 12
Redemption 19

Cat Other
163 9
44 1
2 0
31 6
87 1
126 2
35 0
91 2
0 0
166 20
44 2
1 2
18 11
91 1
95 0
39 0
55 0
1 0
182 28
46 10
2 1
24 16
108 5
94 0
32 0
62 0
0 0

Animal Services Celebrates ACO Appreciation Week

April 8-14, 2007 was ACO
Appreciation Week. The Na-
tional Animal Control Associa-
tion Board of Directors estab-
lished the week-long event
three years ago to honor the
dedicated men and women of
this challenging profession.
The purpose of the recognition
is to highlight the valuable

roles and services that animal
control officers provide to their
communities. The job incorpo-
rates public safety, enforce-
ment, animal rescue, customer
service, and community educa-
tion. Additionally, in a mid-sized
city like Rochester, the volume
of calls for service can be high
and the variety of incidents add

to the job’s challenges.
Despite these factors,
Rochester’s Animal Con-
trol Officers are among
the elite in their field.
Join us in recognizing
the exceptional work
that these fine individu-
als perform day in and
day out.

Rochester Animal Services tempo-
rarily houses approximately 6,500
animals annually. We are commit-
ted to reuniting owners with missing
pets and to placing animals in new
homes, however it is impossible to
find homes for all of them. Some
animals are euthanized due to ill-
ness or injury. Others may display
vicious or aggressive tempera-
ments. Currently, the City of Roch-
ester does not authorize the adop-
tion of “pit bulls” from the shelter,
so those that are not reclaimed are
euthanized. Sadly, many animals
are euthanized because there are
just far too many stray and un-
wanted animals in our community
and we do not have space to house
them all. We must all take responsi-
bility to spay and neuter our pets
and to encourage others to do the
same. If the number of animals
coming in declines, then we can
devote more time and energy to
those animals we do shelter, we can
increase adoptions and redemp-
tions, and decrease euthanasia.

Sterilization figures are separated into
adopted pets, owned pets sterilized through
the Low Income Spay Neuter (LISN) program,
and seized pets sterilized upon redemption by
owners.

Back: Director Chris Fitzgerald, Asst. Sup. Dan
Murphy, ACOs Fred Parkinson, Ron Lodar, and Paul
Huertas, Supervisor Tom Shannon; Front: ACOs
Terra Ross-Caleb and Denise Lybrand, Asst. Sup.
Tim Wensel; Missing: ACOs Andrew Ames, Amy
Bianchi, Elaine Lalka, and Jeff Leusch.
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From the Director’s Chair

Although the spring weather
was slow to arrive, we have had
plenty to keep us busy at Ani-
mal Services. Beginning Febru-
ary 1, 2007 we started requir-
ing sterilization of all dogs and
cats reclaimed from the shelter
by owners. This amendment to
Rochester’s City Code was met
with some anticipated objec-
tions, however the hope is that
the majority of owners reclaim-
ing their pets will accept the
added requirement as a legiti-
mate regulation that serves our
mission, their animals, and the
community well in the long run.

During the past few months, |
have represented Animal Ser-
vices as a member of the Mon-
roe County Animal Emergency
Planning Committee. The pur-
pose of this committee was to
bring together a cross-section of
animal-related agencies within

%
our community to establish an
animal emergency plan. The
purpose of the plan is to (1)
protect the public health, the
food supply, the domesticated
and wild resources, and the
environment; (2) ensure the
humane care and treatment of
animals during emergencies;
and (3) formulate a comprehen-
sive action of rescue, evacua-
tion, transportation, shelter,
and/or recovery operations for
animals within Monroe County.
The role of Animal Services
would focus primarily on rescue
and transportation with the
possibility of providing tempo-
rary shelter for some healthy
animals from impacted areas.

| am also representing the
City on a committee regarding
the Asilomar Accords, which
essentially is a uniform method
for collecting and reporting

shelter data to better assess
the euthanasia rates of healthy
and treatable animals. The
committee is comprised of rep-
resentatives from Animal Ser-
vices, Lollypop Farm, the Animal
Rescue Coalition, Animal Ser-
vice League, town animal con-
trol, veterinarians, and citizens.
The mission of the Asilomar
Accords is to work together to
save the lives of all healthy and
treatable companion animals.
That is something that we are
all committed to.

As you can tell from this is-
sue, the Furry Scurry has also
been a major focus of this past
few months. | am thrilled with
the support that we have al-
ready received and am excited
for the event. My hope is that
runners will enjoy the scenic
race course and that dog own-
ers will appreciate the pet-

friendly event to support our
cause. Whether you are a
runner, a walker, a pet
owner, or just a concerned
citizen, | encourage you to
come out in support either
as a participant or as a vol-
unteer.

As always, | welcome your
comments regarding our
programs, services, and pro-
cedures and any thoughts
about this or any past or
future issues.

Chris Fitzgerald,

The Society Page

Happy springtime! Well, |
know we haven’t really seen a
lot of warm days yet but that
doesn’t mean that Mother Na-
ture hasn’t kicked in. Animals
instinctively know that the
breeding season has started.
This is the time of year when
the shelter gets flooded with
puppies and kittens. There will
be a large influx of animals
taken into the shelter as the
warmer months arrive, so if you
haven’t gotten your pet spayed/
neutered yet, now is certainly a
good time, biologically speak-
ing.

Even though there will be an
increase in very young animals
taken into Rochester Animal
Services, there will also be
plenty of adult dogs and cats
that will need to find loving
homes. Sometimes it is a better
fit for certain homes to adopt
adults because they have al-
ready been housetrained, they
have past the ‘chew’ stage that
many youngsters go through,
and you will likely have a better

sense of the full grown size and
temperament of the friend that

you are bringing into your home.

As always, RAS is looking for
volunteers to assist in the care
and adoption of these wonder-
ful creatures so please take
some time out to help improve
the lives of Rochester’s ani-
mals. Even a few hours a week
to walk dogs or play with cats
can make a big difference in
their emotional wellbeing.

To keep up with the growing
demand at the shelter, the Ve-
rona Street Animal Society con-
tinues to expand. We are proud
to announce two new Board
members to our dedicated
group; Joanne Vinci and Sarah
Schwenk. Joanne is a great
asset to VSAS, bringing exten-
sive experience in the promo-
tion and marketing arena. She
will be guiding VSAS in market-
ing the group’s fundraisers,
including our upcoming event,
the Furry Scurry. It is a 10k run

and one-mile dog walk on Satur-

day June 30t at 8am. Addition-

ally, she will help promote our
organization and awareness of
Rochester Animal Services.

Our other illustrious newbie is

Sarah Schwenk. Her technical
knowledge as well as her pas-
sion for our cause make her a
valuable addition, both to our
group and for Rochester’s ani-
mals. Sarah has taken over our
website maintenance and in
conjunction with Richard Gold-
stein, has given it a new look.
With expanded options for giv-
ing and support, up to date
event information, and tips for
current and future pet owners,
we are better able to serve the
shelters needs and the commu-
nity at large.

For more information on the
Furry Scurry event, volunteering
at the shelter or adopting,
please visit our website at

www.vsas.org. Also get a feel for

the organization we are sup-
porting at
rochesteranimalservices.com.

We look forward to seeing Roch-
estarians come out and support

local animals - see you at
the race!

Jennifer Brown,
President

Jennifer and Nanook

ERONA

Street Animal Society
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Get involved!

Volunteers needed!

Do you have experience in marketing,
sales,
fundraising, web management, event plan-

ning?

ERONA

Street Animal Society

385-727-2533
VSASine@gmail.com
www.vsas.org

Race Day Information

On Race day parking wil be avalable in the
Kodak Dlct Enter on Brown Street of Ok Street.
Regisration wil ba in front of Rochester Animal
Senices at B4 \ieona Strest from 7:00 am urti the
start of the race/wak.

Joinus after the Raca/Wakin Brown Squars Park
for award ceremony food entertainment, fun and

spacial dsplays for you and your pets!
Prizes po
O

The top 3 man and 3 women to cross the firish

All pledged donations must be submitied cn
Race Day June 30th at egistration

The City of Rochester

is looking for veterinarians
interested in providing
assistance with the

Animal Services spay-neuter
program.

For more information
contact Chris Fitzgerald:
cf1274@cityofrochester.gov
or call (585) 428.6898

City of Rochester, New York
& °

Uity Wantod

to Help Rochester’s Animals.

/
¢

Runners and waksrs can help support the mission
of ierona Strest Arimal Society and our animal
friends in need served by Rochestsr Animal
Senioes by cdlecting donations from famiy
friends and caleagues Callect $20 o maein
pledges and receive a free Tshirt There wil abo
be prizes awardad to the Top 3 Walk Fundraisers.
Pagumre

Name:

ADDRESS

AMOUNT

ine wil be awarded $104 $75 and 350 git NAME
cartificates. There wil be awards for the top 3 men
and women by age goup (14 and under; 1519; 1
20-M4: 25-23, 30-34; 35-39; 40-44; 45-43; 50-54; 55- 2
59; 60-64; 85-63; 70+ and Masters). Al race awards 3
wil be Aeat Feet Sports aft certificates Special
frizes for Top Wak fundmbers wil be awardad 4
ncluding a custom pet portrak package a 5
Salon/Spa package and a pat store git
certificate. 6
7
8
9
n
il
12
13
H
15
16
7
8
19
20

at 5B5727-2533 o visk WWWVsasog

Plaase make copies of this o or use addiiona sheets as neadad.
Chacks should be made payable to Viona Sreet Animal Sociaty

For Mose information Contact Verona Street Animal Society

Registration

Participarts can rediser by sending this applcation by
mai at anytime or onine at wwwactive.com of by
Printing a ragiration orm at wwwysasog.
Regisration and packst pickup s ako avalable on
Jure 28 and 29 at Flest Feet Sports 2200 Mooz
Fuerue Rocheseg NY fom 0 am utd 7 pm.

NANE
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GENDER O MALE 0 FEMALE  CATEGORY: O RUNNER 0WALKER
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ks ansockiod Wi LNy wﬂ?n ert nauding butnot imeed
nn:ym:ynmunm umuvmmw
mnm:tgrqsmmmnn and ha condeam
oty =
ummmnmwmmlxzmncm

of ha Rac

nacimm,man»mi,wmnﬁ ks the Weorn
Armal Srea Sooty Fochesior AZoamil Seraces he « Rochea
numlnﬂmmmmrmmmnlmhm

fom ary claim kwast o b of army bt
S iy e it 5 et g
ey oA R i vt pape

txmtgmm; TRCOd o 16 Qvart 1 ) ot pupaie

SCNOLRE

PENT MUK LAE

Entry Fees: (Now: chidon undsr 5 ars fos)

Early Regsration - Q'8 thu ne 23th
Race Day - o0
Walkers - a‘o

Amourt Enclsed: $

| cant patticipats but have enclosed a donation
of s 10VSASto help animalsin need.

Pl=ase make chacks payable to:
VERONA STREET ANMAL SOCETY
2007 Fumy Scurry PO, Box 2260, Rochastee NY 14692

Spay and Neuter Your Pets

Robert J. Duffy, Mayor

Call 428-SPAY / Rochester Animal Services g cue fochese: i

b Robert J. Duffy, Mayor
W City of Rochester, NY




A Joint Publication of the Rochester Police
Department Animal Services Unit and the Verona

Street Animal Society, Inc.

Animal Services
184 Verona Street
Rochester, NY 14608

Phone: 585-428-7274
Fax: 585-428-6130
cf1274@cityofrochester.gov

BERONA

Street Animal Society

VSAS, Inc.

vsasinc@gmail.com

Animal Services is a municipal animal care and

control unit within the Rochester Police Depart-

ment that is committed to improving quality of life

and safety for city residents, the promotion of re-

P.0. Box 22874
Rochester, NY 14692

sponsible pet guardianship, and the reduction of
animal overpopulation to reduce animal suffering
and euthanasia. Animal Services enforces all New

York State and City of Rochester ordinances per-

taining to animal control. We operate an animal

585-727-2533

shelter for stray, injured, menacing, and disowned

animals. The shelter serves as a resource for lo-

cating lost pets and as an adoption center. We

mals in our charge.

VISIT US ONLINE
WWW.ROCHESTERANIMALSERVICES.COM
WWW.VSAS.ORG

strive to provide the best possible care for all ani-

Volunteer Corner

Do you want to get involved in
helping animals? Both Animal
Services and the Verona Street
Animal Society are continuously
looking for individuals to help in
a variety of capacities. Shelter
volunteers may walk dogs, play
with cats, clean cages, provide
administrative support at the
front desk, or assist the veteri-
nary team with animal restraint,
instrument preparation, and
post-surgical recovery and
monitoring. Additionally, many
volunteers help promote Animal
Services by representing the
unit at festivals, parades, sport-
ing events, and other special
events.

VSAS volunteers may help
promote the group and the Ani-
mal Services Unit through fund-
raising events, grant writing,
marketing and advertisement
campaigns, and educational
outreach.

Visit rochesteranimalservices.com to
learn more about volunteering,

download an application, or
pick one up at the shelter. Also
visit VSAS.org to learn about the
evolving not-for-profit group and
how you can get involved.

The spring and summer sea-
sons are the busiest in terms of
outreach and special events.
Sign up sheets have already
been posted for the Southeast
Community Spirit Parade on
May 5 and the Lilac Parade May
12. Volunteers are also needed
for the Prevent Child Abuse
event at Kohls Henrietta May
19, the 19th Ward Community
Square Fair June 2, several
Rhinos games (5/27, 6/9,
7/21, 8/24), the Corn Hill Arts
Festival July 14-15, and the
Park Avenue Festival August 5-
6.

Additionally, the 1st Furry
Scurry on June 30 will require a
lot of volunteers to assist with
set up, clean up, registration,
race marshals, walk marshals,
food and beverages, and wel-

sponsor area. Anyone inter-
ested in assisting with this or
any event should contact Pam
Cook at 428-7274.

One of Animal Services new-
est volunteers made a big con-
tribution recently. Gerald
Battaglia is a senior at Webster
Thomas High School who has
been mentored this year by
long-time volunteer Jim Mis-
tretta. For his senior project
“Ger” decided to make dog
biscuits and sell them to raise
money for the shelter. Ger

presented the proceeds from
his biscuit sales to Director

Chris Fitzgerald in early May.
The sales totaled $340 and
have been deposited into the
Help The Animals Fund.

Ger Battaglia presenting dog bis-
cuit proceeds to Chris Fitzgerald

o e

%t‘f JJ )

Bobbie Mammato, DVM, MPH

M o s B ¥

PET FIRST AID
COURSE
Certification class and

book only $25
Call 428-7274 to enroll.
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