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January 26, 2016

Mr. Christian Duerr
1375 Highland Avenue
Rochester, NY 14620

NOTICE OF DECISION
In the matter of a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to legalize removal of trees and

installation of a rooftop condenser, to demolish a 1-car garage, construct an attached garage,
a carriage house, a swimming pool and patio, and install landscaping and fencing.

On the premises at: 800 East Avenue
Zoning District: R-3 High-Density Residential District
East Avenue Preservation District
Application Number: A-068-13-14
Record of Vote(s): C. Carretta  Hold (motion)
D. Beardslee Aye (second)
E. Cain Aye

B. McLear Aye
J. Dobbs Aye
J. Schick Aye
B. Mayer Absent

Please take notice that at its hearing of January 6, 2016, the Rochester Preservation
Board HELD your application for further details, as noted in the decision below. Your
application has been scheduled to be heard at the March 2, 2016 hearing of the Board.

For questions or concerns, please contact Peter Siegrist of my staff at 428-7238 or
peter.siegrist @ cityofrochester.gov.

Rochester Preservation Board

By: D\U«&« &CM%@ -

Zina-Lagghegro, AICP, EIT~ e

)
Director of Planning & Zoning
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A-068-13-14

P.2

I.  FINDINGS OF FACT:

A.

In reviewing applications for certificates of appropriateness in a preservation district,
the Preservation Board considers quality of design and site development in terms of
the relationships to the street, building facades and overall neighborhood character.

Owner John Trickey testified that he had implemented the front yard landscaping
plan exactly as the Board desired, and was now ready to complete the project. He is
prepared to construct the attached garage, carriage house and driveway this year,
but may wait a year to install the pool.

Brian Haak, owner of adjacent 5 Portsmouth Terrace, spoke in support, stating that
the work done so far is wonderful, and that he is really pleased with the front yard.

Suann Hung, owner of 36 Merriman Street, testified that she has a rare urban barn
on her property, and the proposed carriage house would be built right next to it. She
expressed concern that the barn could be damaged and hidden.

John Lembach, speaking for the Board of the Park Meigs Neighborhood Association,
expressed concerns but no major objections. Concerns include the large expanse of
roof on the north side of the house, a small turnaround space, and overly dense
development in a small area. He expressed general support, and urged the Board to
continue giving approvals in increments.

In answer to the public comments, Mr. Trickey stated that the neighbor’s barn was
discussed at a previous hearing, that the turnaround space is similar to one at 485
East Avenue, that the site plan meets code requirements for green space, and that
he is comfortable with the density, as he will be living here.

Board members addressed the HVAC equipment on the roof, stating that it appears
inappropriate, looks temporary, and mars the good work already done. Mr. Trickey
replied that he thought the equipment was shown on the architect’s plans and was
previously approved. He said he does not want anything along the house
foundation, and that the units can be seen only from the rear.

II. RESOLUTION(S):

The Board found that the conceptual designs of the garage, carriage house, pool,
terrace and driveway are appropriate to the historic visual character of the property
and preservation district, but additional details are needed. These include, but are
not limited to screening for the HVAC equipment, wall sections, and material
specifications for components such as windows, doors, garage doors, roofing, siding,
pavers, light fixtures, fencing and porch railings.

lll. EVIDENCE:

B -

Application

Notes from previous hearings

Site plan, landscape plan, enlarged landscape plans, planting list

Floor plans, roof plans and elevations of attached garage and carriage house
Photographs of previous and current conditions, including HVAC equipment
Images of garage doors, man doors and landscape features

Appearances by John Trickey, Brian Haak, Suann Hung and John Lembach
Site visits by Board members

g:\planning&zoning\bldgzng\zoning\rpb\2016 rpb\decisions\january 6, 2016\a-068-13-14.docx
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January 26, 2016

Ms. Stephanie Frontz
451 Park Avenue
Rochester, NY 14607

NOTICE OF DECISION

In the matter of a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace a slate roof in its
entirety with an asphalt shingle roof.

On the premises at: 451 Park Avenue

Zoning District: R-2 Medium-Density Residential District
East Avenue Preservation District

Application Number: A-031-15-16

Record of Vote(s): D. Beardslee Approved on condition (motion)

J. Schick Aye (second)
E. Cain Aye

C. Carretta Aye

J. Dobbs Aye

B. McLear Aye

B. Mayer Absent

Please take notice that at its hearing of January 6, 2016, the Rochester Preservation
Board APPROVED your application ON CONDITION, as noted in the decision below.

A Building Permit is required only if the roof deck is removed, which could affect the
structural integrity of the roof. If this is the case, a permit may be obtained at the
counter in City Hall room 121B. Office hours are 9-4 M-F.

For questions or concerns, please contact Peter Siegrist of my staff at 428-7238 or
peter.siegrist @ cityofrochester.gov.

Rochester Preservation Board

o s, Aoy
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Director of Planning & Zoning
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A-031-15-16
P.2

I.  FINDINGS OF FACT:
A. In reviewing applications for certificates of appropriateness in a preservation district,
the Preservation Board considers quality of design and site development in terms of
the relationships to the street, building facades and overall neighborhood character.

B. Owner Stephanie Frontz testified that the slate roofing from 1886 has been repaired
many times, but it has reached the end of its life. She stated that she would love to
replace it, but true slate is cost prohibitive at $145,000, while artificial slate would
cost $115,000. Her preference is to install asphalt shingles, which would cost about
$30,000. She presented sample boards from two manufacturers: GAF ‘Timberline
High Definition” and Owens-Corning ‘TruDefinition Duration’. Both have variations in
color, so the appearance would not be flat. Ms. Frontz stated that some repairs are
needed to gutters and downspouts, and that anything new would be copper.

C. Member McLear stated that some asphalt shingles look more like slate than wood
shakes, and that heavier shingles are more appropriate than lighter. Two options are
Owens-Corning ‘Berkshire’ and GAF ‘Slateline’. Member Schick stated that a larger
exposure is preferred over smaller. Member Beardslee recommended a naturally-
toned, neutral gray. Member Schick also recommended that the flashing at the
chimney be stepped, not straight, and that gutters be half-round, not ‘K’-style.

D. John Lembach, speaking for the Board of the Park-Meigs Neighborhood Association,
expressed support.

II.  RESOLUTION(S):
The Board found that replacing the slate roofing with asphalt shingles is appropriate
to the historic visual character of the property and the preservation district, on the
following conditions:
1. The shingles shall have a slate-like appearance, in a neutral gray tone. As
noted, two options are Owens-Corning ‘Berkshire’ and GAF ‘Slateline’;
2. Ventilation shall be provided with a continuous ridge vent and soffit vents;
3. Any replacement gutters shall be half-round copper; any replacement
downspouts shall be round copper;
4. Flashing at the chimney shall be stepped, not straight.

lll. EVIDENCE:
A- Application
B - Sample boards of asphalt shingles
C- Photographs of existing conditions
D - Historic photographs of the house
E- Cost estimates
F- Letter from the Park-Meigs Neighborhood Association
G-  Appearances by Stephanie Frontz and John Lembach
H- Site visits by Board members

g:\planning&zoning\bldgzng\zoning\rpb\2016 rpb\decisions\january 6, 2016\a-031-15-16.docx
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January 26, 2016

Mr. David Dillon

Art Parts Signs

100 Lincoln Parkway

East Rochester, NY 14445

NOTICE OF DECISION

In the matter of a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a projecting sign
measuring 2’H x 3'L and reading ‘Marty’s On Park’.

On the premises at: 703 Park Avenue

Zoning District: C-2 Community Center Commercial District
East Avenue Preservation District

Application Number: A-032-15-16

Record of Vote(s): D. Beardslee Approved on condition (motion)
C. Carretta  Aye (second)
E. Cain Aye

B. McLear Aye
J. Dobbs Aye
J. Schick Aye
B. Mayer Absent

Please take notice that at its hearing of January 6, 2016, the Rochester Preservation
Board APPROVED your application ON CONDITION, as shown in the decision below.
You have already obtained your sign permit; no further approval or permit is needed.

For questions or concerns, please contact Peter Siegrist of my staff at 428-7238 or
peter.siegrist @ cityofrochester.gov.

Rochester Preservation Board
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A-032-15-16
P.2

I.  FINDINGS OF FACT:
A. In reviewing applications for certificates of appropriateness in a preservation district,
the Preservation Board considers quality of design and site development in terms of
the relationships to the street, building facades and overall neighborhood character.

B. David Dillon presented the sign, testifying that it would be flat, two-sided, with black
edges, a simple frame and attachment, and no illumination.

C. Member Beardslee questioned why the sign has a two-color background—light blue
and burgundy—uwhile the window signs have no background. She expressed
concern that the sign is unnecessarily complicated. Mr. Dillon explained that this
motif comes from the food trucks operated by this owner. He also explained that the
burgundy panel contains a shadow skyline of the city, although this isn’t apparent in
the color copies.

D. John Lembach, speaking for the Board of the Park-Meigs Neighborhood Association,
expressed support for the sign.

II. RESOLUTION(S):
The Board found that the sign is appropriate to the historic visual character of the
building and preservation district, with the condition that the light blue background
extend the full height of the sign, thus eliminating the burgundy, and that the city
skyline is eliminated.

lll. EVIDENCE:
A- Application
B - Color rendering of proposed sign
C- Photosimulation of sign on building
D - Site plan

E- Letter from the Park-Meigs Neighborhood Association
F- Appearances by David Dillon and John Lembach
G-  Site visits by Board members

g:\planning&zoning\bldgzng\zoning\rpb\2016 rpb\decisions\january 6, 2016\a-032-15-16.docx
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January 26, 2016
Mr. Jon Schick

248 East Avenue
Rochester, NY 14604

NOTICE OF DECISION

In the matter of a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to add a 5-car garage with a
2nd-story apartment to an existing 3-car garage.

On the premises at: 2 Argyle Street
Zoning District: R-3 High-Density Residential District
East Avenue Preservation District
Application Number: A-033-15-16
Record of Vote(s): C. Carretta  Hold (motion)
D. Beardslee Aye (second)
E. Cain Aye

B. McLear Aye

J. Dobbs Aye

J. Schick Recused
B. Mayer Absent

Please take notice that at its hearing of January 6, 2016, the Rochester Preservation
Board HELD your application for future consideration, as shown in the decision below.

To schedule a return to the Board, or for any questions or concerns, please contact Peter
Siegrist of my staff at 428-7238 or peter.siegrist @ cityofrochester.gov.

Rochester Preservation Board
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A-033-15-16

P.2

FINDINGS OF FACT:

A.

In reviewing applications for certificates of appropriateness in a preservation district,
the Preservation Board considers quality of design and site development in terms of
the relationships to the street, building facades and overall neighborhood character.

Owners Tom Schnorr and Ed Donnelly presented to the Board. Mr. Schnorr testified
that he had owned an older home in Brighton for 26 years, and described himself as
an old-house guy. He stated that he and Mr. Donnelly had sought a carriage house
in the city or a lot on which to build one, and found this property about 5 years ago.
He explained that the house was designed by Claude Bragdon and built in 1906, and
now contains 8 furnished apartments. He said that he and Mr. Donnelly have spent
about $75,000 on improvements, with a goal of improving the building to attract
longer-term tenants. Mr. Donnelly stated that they examined the Bragdon papers at
the University of Rochester library, visited carriage houses in the area, and hired
architect Jon Schick to design a new carriage house for the site.

Ken Martin of Mr. Schick’s office described the design intent, which includes:

e Treat the building like a traditional two-story carriage house, subservient to the
main building, where workers quarters would have occupied the upper floor;

e Break down the building’s mass so that it would be experienced in smaller pieces
rather than the whole;

¢ Retain the existing garage and repeat elements of it and the main house in the
new addition;

e Screen the mass from East Avenue with the existing garage and trees;

e Lower the height with a shallow-pitched roof.

Mr. Martin explained that the existing garage has a footprint of about 722SF, the
addition would have a footprint of 2000SF, and pavement would cover another
900SF. With the house included, lot coverage would total about 40%. He referenced
three nearby properties that have multi-car garages: 1395 East Avenue (aka the
Ryder Estate), 24 Berkeley Street and 1 Granger Place. He stated that the latter has
a new garage most similar to the one proposed at 2 Argyle Street.

Mr. Martin stated that additional improvements would include new brick pavers in the
two driveway aprons and new asphalt pavement on the driveway. He stated that
some volunteer trees, perhaps only two maples, would be removed along the rear
line. Mr. Donnelly stated that he has planted three trees and intends to add more.

In response to Board questions about parking, Mr. Donnelly stated that the house

has 6 one-bedroom apartments and two studios. He wants to provide garage space
for each of the 6 larger units and two for the carriage house apartment. Mr. Schnorr
added that there are currently 6 outdoor parking spaces, which would be cut to four.

Mr. Schnorr stated that the longer, east side of the addition would face a parking lot
on the property to the east, and the shorter, south side would face a one-car garage
on the property to the south. He stated that, by bending the 6 garages around a
corner, each would share back-up space and thus limit the amount of pavement.

Jason Nordhaus, a neighbor at 35 Brunswick Street, expressed grave concern that
the addition would be just feet from his property, with the tallest part overlooking his
backyard. He said that the addition would require removal of a large tree that helps
screen his yard from neighbors’ views. He stated that there is no structure like this
nearby, with a two-story structure a rear yard close to a property line. He reported
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that his neighbor, Susan Alvarez, owner of a bed-and-breakfast across Argyle Street,
was unable to attend but wanted to relay her concerns.

I. Wakenda Tyler, owner of 41 Brunswick Street, testified that she spends a lot of time
in her rear yard and worries that the proposed building would impose on her privacy.

J. Renee Stetzer, owner of 34 Argyle Street, praised Messrs. Schnorr and Donnelly for
their stewardship of the property, and stated that while she accepts the idea to build
an addition, she is concerned with its size.

K. Gerald Gamm testified that he lived on Brunswick Street for 15 years and now lives
three blocks away. He, too, expressed concern about the building’s size, saying that
someone would be hard-pressed to find houses on the side streets this large. He
agreed that there are other carriage houses nearby, but most hold 2-3 cars, not 8.
He disagreed with the comparison to the Ryder Estate, which he said is a much
larger property. He expressed unease that approval of this project might set a
precedent for adding large structures behind other houses. He suggested that the
owners move into the main house rather than construct another apartment.

L. Mr. Martin replied to the concerns about privacy, saying that the southeast corner of
the addition would be about 8’ from the south property line, and the upper floor would
be set back another two feet. He said that there would be no windows at this corner.

M. Board member McLear expressed concern that the addition is too large and too
close to the neighboring property on Argyle Street. He stated that most carriage
houses appear more monolithic, while this one has a complex form and calls too
much attention to itself. He suggested rebuilding the existing garage as a two-story
structure, which would be screened from East Avenue by the house.

N. Member Dobbs echoed the thoughts of Mr. McLear in suggesting that the two-story
portion should be nearer the house and away from the neighbors.

O. Member Beardslee suggested redesigning the project at a smaller scale, with a
simpler form and with fewer garage spaces. Member Cain echoed these thoughts.

Il.  RESOLUTION(S):
The Board held the application open, asking the applicants to return with a new
design that responds to members’ stated concerns.

lll. EVIDENCE:
A- Application
B- Narrative description of project
C- Site survey map
D - Photographs of existing conditions
E- Original drawings of main house by architect Claude Bradgon
F- Proposed site plan, building elevations and floorplans
G- Appearances by Tom Schnorr, Ed Donnelly, Ken Martin, Jason Nordhaus,
Wakenda Tyler, Renee Stetzer and Gerald Gamm
H - Site visits by Board members
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