
 
ROCHESTER CITY COUNCIL 

 
SPECIAL MEETING 

 
June 2, 2016 

 
8:30 A.M. 

 
 
Present - President Scott, Councilmember Clifford, Conklin, Haag, McFadden, Ortiz, Patterson, Spaull - 8. 
 
Absent – Vice President Miller - 1. 
 
The Council President requested the Council to rise for a Moment of Silence. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION OF AND ACTION UPON LOCAL LAWS, ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
 
Council President Scott moved to amend Int. No. 248 Home Rule Resolution – City Traffic Violations Agency 
 
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Conklin 
 
Adopted by the following vote: 
 
Ayes - President Scott, Councilmembers Clifford, Conklin, Haag, McFadden, Ortiz, Patterson, Spaull - 8. 
 
Nays - None - 0. 
 
 
TO THE COUNCIL 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
    Resolution No. 2016-18 
Re:  Resolution for the purpose of a Home Rule Message regarding State legislation in relation to the 

adjudication of traffic infractions within the City of Rochester      
 

Transmitted herewith for your approval is a home rule resolution relating to legislation that is currently being 
considered by the New York State Legislature. The legislation, Assembly Bill No. A.10343 and Senate Bill No. 
S.07949-A, would authorize the establishment of a City Traffic Violations Agency (City Agency) to adjudicate 
traffic violations beginning on July 1, 2017. 
 
At present, traffic violations that occur in the City must go before a State Traffic Violations Bureau (State Bureau) 
within the Department of Motor Vehicles, while each town has jurisdiction over the traffic violations that occur 
within its boundaries.  Town courts are allowed to accept plea bargains that allow for reducing a charged infraction 
to a lesser offense.  However, State law prohibits the State Bureau from accepting pleas bargains.  
 
This legal discrepancy presents an issue of substantial unfairness.  Without the plea bargain option, City drivers face 
higher fines, higher points and, consequently, higher insurance premiums than those faced by drivers outside the 
City for the same infractions.  The approval of a City Agency would eliminate that discrepancy by allowing the City 
to run its own traffic violations system freed of the State prohibition on plea bargains. 
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The creation of the City Agency would entail the hiring of judicial hearing officers and prosecutors to adjudicate 
tickets.  However, the costs of hiring the necessary officers and employees and of administering the system will be 
more than offset by the collection of the same administrative assessments that are presently charged by the State 
Bureau.  Indeed, the City of Buffalo, which has been operating its traffic violations bureau since July 1, 2015 
pursuant to similar State legislation, anticipates that the new system will generate a net revenue increase of more 
than $1 million annually for the city’s budget.        
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lovely A. Warren 
Mayor    
 
Resolution No. 2016-18 
(Int. No. 248, as amended) 
 
 
Resolution for the purpose of a Home Rule Message regarding State legislation in relation to the adjudication 
of traffic infractions within the City of Rochester 
 
Concurring in the request by the Mayor of the City of Rochester to the Senate and the Assembly of the State of New 
York pursuant to Article IX of the New York State Constitution to enact into law certain legislation in relation to the 
adjudication of traffic infractions. 
  
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Rochester that said Council concurs in the request of Lovely 
A. Warren, Mayor of the City of Rochester, to the Senate and the Assembly of the State of New York, constituting 
the New York State Legislature, that said Legislature enact the legislation set forth in the following bill entitled:  
 
AN ACT to amend the general municipal law, the state finance law, the vehicle and traffic law and the criminal 
procedure law, in relation to the adjudication of traffic infractions. 
  
Being Senate Bill No. S.07949-A and Assembly Bill No. A.10343-A.  
 
This resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 
Strikeout indicates deleted text, new text is underlined. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 A.M. 
 
 
Hazel L. Washington 
City Clerk 
 


