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May 31, 2013

The Honorabie Raymond LaHood, Secretary
Urited Siates Department of Transportation
1200 Mew Jersey Svenue SE

Washington, DC 205397

RE: Inner Loop East Reconstruction Project
Cear Secrelary Lakood

am pieases o submil iz gpplcaton for FY 2013 TIGER |}|*=..."Pt':.'.r'i-1r:,r Ciran Frogram
fundimg o construct the wisionary Inner Loop East Reconstruction Frojest. The reguested
‘*1 T milion will comelee the fund ng package for this regioralfy-significant $23.6 milbon
rojact that wifl quite literally redefine Downtown Rochaster at a hirme when our city and reguon
gesparately need mveshmeant

The Gy of Eochester and 1he Genesee-Finger Lakes Sadgon are sl feeling he elfecls of tha
Z001-20035 recession, dunng which mara than 20,000 jobs were lost from our area. The Grest
Recession of 2007-200% led 1o the less of 15,000 additicnal jobs from the ragion Despite
rotable pronomic suscesses ip racen! years tha number of |_.L-~_- M OUF FEDr remains wal
below Year 2000 levals A5 of April 2013, unemployment in the City of Rochester remaingd
ghove 5% higher than the siate and national rales

A wibrant regional economy requires a vibrant cenber city. Accorgingly. the City is 2ggressively
nvesting in its downtown area. enhancing public infrastructure gnd attracting private
rvestrman! Mo project s morg cantral bo our rewitalization etrategy than this oropect The
requested TIHGER funding will be used 1o remove a detencorated and underulilized section of
the Inner Loop Expressway in Dowrtown Rochestar and raplace @ with a new high gualty
complete sireet Thes project will reconnect neighborhcods; remaove structuraliyv-deficient
bridges. encourage walking and biking, and creste more than nine acres of iznd for

redewvel I.‘-""F"-""t t"a: will ggrerete jons and 'gverage nrvate nvastmant Tros innovative project
rmeets all of the TIGER Long-Term Cutcomes and nas an averwhelmingly positive Banefit-
Cost ratio

Fhank you far the oppartenity to apaly for TIGER funding If you have any quastions, please
do not hesitete (o contact me directly.
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