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Railroad Bridge

Olmsted Pedestrian Bridge

Positive Visual Elements

Negatie Visual Elements

Scenic trailway with 
sufficient trees

I-390 Viaduct dominating 
Scenery of this area

Wooded Grove with 
Mature Trees

Naturalistic River Edge with 
GVP-E Background

Linear Parking Area 
Interrupts Site

Mature Trees to embrace the 
Park’s North Entry

Rich Topography that can be 
seen in the Olmsted Parks

Insufficient Tree Coverage 
allows to overlook Sports 
Complex Building beyond.

Olmsted Bridge (GVP East) 
From the Park

Positive Visual Elements

Negatie Visual Elements

Insufficient Edge Vegetation to 
allow to see adjacent residences 
From the Park

Police Training Facility 
and its Fence
From the Park

Poor Vegetative Screen to 
Baseball fields (from Elmwod Ave.) 
To the Park

Genesee Waterways Center 
To the Park Pedestrian Bridge 

From the Park 

Adjacent Industrial Use 
From the Park

Adjacent Former 
Industrial Use 
From the Park

Naturally Colonized River 
Edge From the Park

Insufficient Vegetative 
Screen to Tennis Courts 
To the Park /

U of R  The Interfaith 
Chapel From the Park

U of R  Hutchison 
Hall directly from 
Overlook Deck
From the Park
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Genesee Valley 
Park West

Genesee Valley 
Park West

Genesee River
Waldo J. Nielsen 
Pedestrian Bridge

Source: Genesee Riverway Trail Count and Survey Data Report (URMC, Sep. 27, 2012) 

Source: Genesee Riverway Trail Count and Survey Data Report (URMC, Sep. 27, 2012) 

Sources: City of Rochester, Genesee Transportation Council, and Google Map)

Survey was conducted in June and July 2012. Each site was visited during at least one commute time and at least one recreation time. Commute times were 
Tuesday through Thursday from 4:00PM to 6:00PM; recreation times were Saturday and Sunday from 10:00AM to 12:00PM, or 1:00PM to 3:00PM

Genesee Valley Park is at the intersection of most regional bike trails and navigable water ways.

Genesee Valley Park has highest user count of the entire river trail network.

Survey was conducted in June and July 2012. Each site was visited during at least one 
commute time and at least one recreation time. Commute times were Tuesday through 
Thursday from 4:00PM to 6:00PM; recreation times were Saturday and Sunday from 
10:00AM to 12:00PM, or 1:00PM to 3:00PM

From North (Parking and SW Rochester) From East (Waterways Center and City)

Various sight lines to U of R  Rush Rhees Library 

Overlook point towards Olmsted Bridge on east side of GVP Intersection of Genesee River and Barge Canal.
View from Olmstead Bridge (@GVP West) to Olmsted Bridge (@GVP 
East) and Waldo J. Nielsen Bridge

Flower City Challenge - Triathlon

View of Ball field #3 View of Ball field #2

Wooded Trail and existing Wayfinding Signs.

Genesee Valley 
Park West

Genesee River
Waldo J. Nielsen 
Pedestrian Bridge

23% (53)

0% (0)

5% (11)

From South (GVP-East and SE Rochester)

Genesee River
Waldo J. Nielsen 
Pedestrian Bridge

1% (3)0% (1)

Circulation Patterns of Trail Users

PARK AND REGIONAL ECOLOGYPARK USAGE AND CIRCULATION

CURRENT FEATURES   Genesee Valley Park West

VISUAL QUALITY OF THE PARK

River / Pool

Arena Sports

Field Sports

Pedestrian and Bike Trail Network

100 year flood plain (flood probability 1% per year)
Genesee River channel Genesee River channel

500 year flood plain (flood probability 0.2% per year) Designated State Wetland

Current Athletic Facilities Usage

Current Athletic Facilities Map

Visual Analysis : Views within the Park Visual Analysis : Views from / to the Park

7% (17)

14% (3)5% (1)

48% (72)52% (79)

81% (17)

Genesee Valley 
Park West

From West (South part of Park and Outside of City) Users Crossing between GVP East and GVP West

U of R

Genesee River
Waldo J. Nielsen 
Pedestrian Bridge
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* ICE HOCKEY

Attendance *
(limited to Genesee Valley Sports Complex and Swimming pool)

9,757  9,011  3,917   481    548    4,952   12,034  5,188   1,646   4,952   6,399   6,038

* ICE SKATE

ROWING

CANOE / KAYAK (RENTALS)

* OUTDOOR SWIMMING

*Rink facility is shut down for 2-3 weeks in 
early April for transition to sport court floor.

NYS Special Olympics / 
State Winter Games 
(Figure and Speed skating)

Rink opens up in Sept.

U of R, High Schools (Gates-Chili, Brighton) home rinks, Youth, Adult Leagues (M-Th), U of R M/W game nights (Fri / Sat)

Sectionals in Feb, Mar.  Adult / kids open skate

Adult league

Sports camp in July and Aug.

Sports camp (HQ@Field House) in July and Aug.

Sports camp (HQ@Field House) in July and Aug.

Sports camp (HQ@Field House) in July and Aug.

Sports camp (HQ@Field House) in July and Aug.

Sports camp in July and Aug.

Genesee River
Waldo J. Nielsen 
Pedestrian Bridge

Genesee Riverway Trail
Genesee Valley Greenway Trail
Erie Canalway Trail
Red Creek Trail
Lehigh Valley Trail
Street Bike Network 

0  10  20  30  40 (min.)

Bike (15 mph)

Time to travel Entire Park Length (approx. 1.8miles) Relative Environmental Quality of the Genesee River

Wildlife Habitats

Characteristics of Trail Users

Number of Trail Users in the Genesee Riverway Trail

7.2 min
Tour Boat (6.3 mph)17.1 min

Kayak / Canoe (3.5 mph)30.8 min

Walk (3 mph)36 min

1.8 miles

Genesee 
Valley Park 
West

80 60 40 20 0  0 20 40 60 80

Trail Counts (Table 3)

34%31%

62%67%

Pedestrians

Bicycles

Purpose of Trip (Table 13)

63%33%

62%89%

Excercise

Recreation

0%1% Communite

If you were not using this trail, how would you be traveling? (Table 14)

7%57%

86%36%
Car

Would not make trip
(includes would use different a trail)

Means to get this trail today (Table 17)

38%28%

25%17%
Drove

Walked

38%61% Biked

Reasons for use of this Trail (Table 25)

73%72%

47%17%

Scenic Qualities

Less Crowded

73%78% Convenient Route

27%22% Bike Lanes

20%33% Level / Flat

60%28% Personal Safety

47%33% No Cars

GVP WEST

U of R

U of R

GVP-E

GVP-E

Airport

19th Ward

Elmwood Ave.
Genesee St.
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GVP-East

U of R

U of R

North of Elmwood Ave. Athletic Fields (Ball field #5 & #6)
Overlook Deck
Genesee Valley Sports Complex (Ice Rink, Swimming Pool)
Parking Lots
Boat Docks
Genesee Waterways Center and Outdoor Boat Storage
Central Athletic Fields (Ball field #1 through #4)
Waldo J. Nielsen Pedestrian Bridge
Field House
Tennis Courts
Olmsted Bridge
Railroad Bridge
Olmsted Bridge @GVP East (outside of GVP West)
I-390 Bridge
South Woodland
Police Training Facility (outside of GVP-West)

Surveyed trees

Wooded areas / Non-surveyed trees

GVP-East

GVP-East
(Golf course)

I-390

Airport

(Town of Gates)

Barge Canal
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(SW Rochester)

GVP EAST
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GVP-West

LAKE ONTARIO

LAKE ONTARIO

GREAT LAKES PLAIN

LAKE ERIE

Syracuse

Buffalo

“...much of the river corridor is essentially undisturbed, makes this 
one of the most important potential �sh and wildlife habitats in 
the Great Lakes Plain ecological region of New York State. How-
ever, water pollution, and extensive alteration of the lower river 
channel, have reduced the environmental quality of this area. ”
(NYS Department of State, O�ce of Communities and Waterfronts)

GVP East : 362GVP West : 235

Lake Ontario State Pkwy Trail : 137

Maplewood Park : 112

Scrantom St. at St. Paul : 44

Erie-Lackawanna R.R. Bridge : 121

GVP West

104

490

Erie Canal

Genesee
River

390

590

90

Rare Plants and Rare Animals
Significant Natural Communities
Natural Communities Vicinity

(NYS DEC Environmental Resource Mapper)

Tessellated darter
Blackside darter 
(Source ORNIS)

Smallmouth Bass
Brown bullhead
Northern Pike 
Channe Catfish
Walleye
Carp
White Sucker
Coho
Chinook Salmon
Brown trout 
Steelhead 
(Source NYS DOS)

13+ Fish Species

100+ Bird Species

28+  Other Wildlife Species

Mallard
Wood Duck
Great Horned Owl
Red-tailed Hawk
Spotted Sandpiper
Belted Kingfisher
Red-winged Blackbird
Swamp Sparrow
(Source NYS DOS)

Sharp shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk
Northern Pintail
American Black Duck
Anthus rubescens
Ruby Throated Hummingbird
Great Egret
Great Blue Heron
Tufted Titmouse
Canada Goose
House Finch
Purple Finch
Turkey Vulture
Brown Creeper

Mute Swan
European Starling
Northern Cardinal
American Crow
Blue Jay
American Gold Finch
Evening Grossbeak
Pine sisken
Redpoll 
Eastern Kingbird
Eastern Phoebe
Great Crested Flycatcher
Wild Turkey
Rose Breasted Grossbeak
Green Heron
Brown Headed Cowbird
Common Grackle
Northern Oriole
Blue Gray Gnatcatcher
Golden Crowned Kinglet
Ruby Crowned Kinglet
Gray Catbird
Northern Mockingbird
Common Nighthawk

Red Breasted Nuthatch
White Breasted Nuthatch
Black Capped Chickadee
American Woodcock
Solitary Sandpiper
American Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Dark Eyed Junco
Eastern Towhee
Fox Sparrow
White Crowned Sparrow
White Throated Sparrow
Barn Swallow
Tree Swallow
Chimney Swift
Scarlet Tanager
American Robin
Eastern Bluebird
Grey Cheeked Thrush
Hermit Thrush
Swainson’s Thrush
Wood Thrush
Veery
Blue Headed Vireo

Philadelphia Vireo
Red Eyed Vireo
Warbling Vireo
American Redstart
Bay Breasted Warbler
Black and White Warbler
Black Throated Blue Warbler
Black Throated Green Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Blue Winged Warbler
Chestnut Sided Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Magnolia Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Northern Waterthrush
Palm Warbler
Pine Warbler
Yellow Rumped Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Worm Eating Warbler
Cedar Waxwing
Downy Woodpecker

Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Red Bellied Woodpecker
Red Headed Woodpecker
Yellow Bellied Sapsucker
Carolina Wren
House Wren
(Source ORNIS and Ramsey Lab)

Racoon
Muskrat 
Norther Water Snake
Painted Turtle 
(Source NYS DOS)

White-tailed Deer 
Eastern Gray Squirrel 
Red Squirrel 
Northern Flying Squirrels
Southern Flying Squirrels
Eastern Chipmunks
Woodchucks
Eastern Cottontails 

American Beaver
Gray Foxes and Red Foxes
mice
voles
shrews 
bats 
Spring Peepers
Green Frogs
Bull Frogs
Chorus Frogs
American Toads
Salamanders
Garter Snakes

Northern Brown Snakes
Red Bellied Snakes
Common Snapping Turtle
(Source Ramsey Lab)

“New dredging (outside the existing navigation channel) would likely result in the direct removal of warm water fish habitat values.” 
“Elimination of wetland habitats (including submergent aquatic beds), and further human encroachment into the river channel, would severely reduce its 
value to fish and wildlife. Existing areas of natural vegetation bordering the river should be maintained for their value as cover, perching sites,and buffer 
zones.”
“Habitat destruction may be indicated by changes in vegetation, substrate, or hydrology, or increases in runoff, erosion, sedimentation, or pollutants.”
“Important species of fish and wildlife would be adversely affected by water pollution, such as chemical contamination (including food chain effects), oil 
spills, excessive turbidity, and waste disposal. Continued efforts should be made to improve water quality in the river, which is primarily dependent upon 
controlling discharges from combined sewer overflows, industrial point sources, ships, ...”
(NYS Department of State)

(Source Google Map)

Bicycle PathBicycle Network in Western New York

GVP West Trail Connectivity

Genesee Valley Park West

BUFFALO

ALBANY

Population around Genesee Valley Park and U of R area
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BASEBALL / SOFTBALL

Trail

TRIATHLON

TENNIS 

SOCCER

FOOTBALL
LACROSSE

* ROLLER DERBY
* FLOOR HOCKEY
* LACROSSE
* WRESTLING

Rochester River Challenge / Outrigger Canoe water 
sports event in Sept.

River Romance events in Oct. School hockey 
and hockey leagues begin in Oct.

Family skate

Head of the Genesee Regatta

Open 7 days per week. Rochester Rapids swim team to Aug. (then to Adams St. indoor pool for winter) 

Kids Triathlon and Flower City 
Challenge in Apr.

Kids Triathlon and Flower City 
Challenge in Apr.

BIKING / RUNNING / WALKING

TRIATHLON / DUATHON Sports camp in July and Aug.

Love-15 Tennis Program (YMCA) in July and Aug.

Sports court rental times available in May.

Parking / Vehicular Use

Diamond #1
Diamond #2
Diamond #3
Diamond #4 (lighted)
Diamond #5
Diamond #6 
Soccer / Football Field
Tennis Courts (lighted)

Play Area / Fieldhouse

Sports Fields / Courts

Sports Fields

Water Sports

Arena
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Tree Age Distribution

Flood Plain Wetland Designation
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Tree Species Diversity

Maple

Clubapple

Oak

Pine

Ash

Walnut

Ice Rink Complex
Waldo J. Nielsen Bridge

Athletic Fields (beyond)
Olmsted Bridge

I-390 Bridge

GVP East

Barge Canal Genesee Waterways Center
Genesee Waterways Center


