
TRANSFORMATION PROJECT

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING / PUBLIC HEARING
February 4, 2014



Welcome – Jim McIntosh, City Engineer

Team Introductions

 City of Rochester

 NYS Department of 
Transportation

 US Department of 
Transportation, Federal 
Highway AdministrationHighway Administration

 Monroe County

G T t ti Genesee Transportation 
Council

 Stantec Consulting Inc Stantec Consulting Inc.



Agenda
 Open House  6:00 to 6:30 PM
 Presentation  6:30 to 7:00 PM

B k d/Hi Background/History
 Project Conditions and Needs
 Project Statusj
 Alternatives Considered
 Recommendation
 Next Step Next Step

 Question and Answer  7:00 to 7:30 PM
 Formal Comment (Hearing) 7:30 to 8:00 PMFormal Comment (Hearing) 7:30 to 8:00 PM
 Open House 8:00 to 8:30 PM
 Closing 8:30 PMg



Orientation



Orientation
Charlotte StUniversity AveEast AveBroad St

E. Main St

Inner Loop East
(Monroe Ave to E. Main St)

Monroe Ave S. Union StClinton Ave Alexander St



Inner Loop East – History
 City population peaks in 1950 at 

over 330,000

 Built in late 1950’s and early 
1960’s

B Di ib T ffi Th h Better Distribute Traffic Through 
and Around Downtown

 149 parcels razed 149 parcels razed

Completion of the Inner Loop in mid 1960’s 
(looking east at Monroe Ave)



1990 ‐ 2014
Visions of removal of the Inner Loop

 The Vision 2000 Plan

h hb ld The Neighbors Building 
Neighborhoods Program

 City of Rochester’s Inner Loop 
Improvement Study 2001Improvement Study 2001

 Center City Master Plan 2003

 Rochester Regional Community 
D i C t Ch tt ADesign Center – Charrette – A 
Community Based Vision Plan for 
Downtown Rochester 2007 

 The Renaissance 2010 The Renaissance 2010 
Comprehensive Plan

 GTC Long Range Transportation 
Plan 2035Plan 2035

 Scoping Document 2013

2003 Master Plan 2007 Charrette



TIGER Funding – Late Summer 2013

6 L6 Lanes



Preliminary Design
 Functional Classification

 Control of Access

 Traffic Control Devices

 Existing Police, Fire Protection 
and  Ambulance Access

 Parking RegulationsTraffic Control Devices

 Intelligent Transportation Systems

 Traffic Volumes

g g

 Lighting

 Ownership and Maintenance 
J i di ti Level of Service and Mobility

 Safety Considerations, Accident 
History and Analysis

Jurisdiction

 Pedestrians, Bicyclists, Transit

 Airports, Rail StationsHistory and Analysis

 Non‐Standard Design Features

 Pavement and Shoulder Conditions

p ,

 Access to Recreation Areas

 Highway Geometry

 Drainage Systems

 Geotechnical, Structures, 
Guiderails

 Landscaping

 Alternatives

 Design CriteriaGuiderails

 Utilities

 Design Criteria



Background – Quick Facts
 NYS Route 940T – Federal Aid 

Principal Arterial

 4 ‐ 6 Travel Lanes 4 ‐ 6 Travel Lanes

 Parallel 2 to 3 Lane Frontage Streets

 Entrance and Exit Ramps

 Up to 12 travel lanes (355 feet wide)

 6,990 AADT

 South Union Street: 5,250

 Pitkin Street: 2,050

 Adjacent Streets:Adjacent Streets:
 Alexander (East to Park): 12,585

 East (Alexander to Union): 13,921

 Monroe (Union to Inner Loop): 15 239 Monroe (Union to Inner Loop): 15,239



Project Conditions and Needs (50+ Years)



Project Need
The existing Inner Loop is reaching 50 years of service 
and now is the time to:

 Rebuild neighborhood connections
 Encourage Economic Development Encourage Economic Development
 Encourage a more sustainable/multi‐modal 

transportation systemp y



Alternatives Considered –
Bicycle FacilitiesBicycle Facilities



Alternatives Considered –
Monroe/Chestnut Intersection OptionsMonroe/Chestnut Intersection Options



Alternatives Considered –
Howell / S. Union OptionsHowell / S. Union Options



Alternatives Considered –
North Terminus OptionsNorth Terminus Options



Preferred Alternative (2‐way Union  St.)



Preferred Alternative



Preferred Alternative Before

S. Union Street 

Looking NorthLooking North

After



Laundry List of Environmental Studies and Evaluations:

P k d R i l C t l R Parks and Recreational 
Resources

 Visual Resources

 Coastal Resources
 Groundwater
 Resources, Aquifers

 Farmlands
 Air Quality
 Energy

 Stormwater
Management

 General Ecology & nergy
 Noise
 Asbestos
 Hazardous Wastes and

gy
Wildlife Resources

 Critical Environmental 
AreasHazardous Wastes and 

Contaminated 
Materials

 Wetlands

Areas
 Historic and Cultural 

Resources
 Construction Effects Wetlands

 Surface Waterbodies
and Watercources
W t

 Construction Effects
 Indirect Secondary 

Effects
 C m lati e Effects Waters

 Floodplains
 Cumulative Effects



Environmental Review Process
 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Class II  ‐

“Categorical Exclusion with Documentation”

 State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) Type 
1 Action – Full EAF Parts 1 and 2  

 Mayor, City of Rochester is Lead Agency

 N ti D l ti i d D b 23 2013 Negative Declaration issued on December 23, 2013

 No significant adverse environmental impacts have 
been identified to date.



Public Participation
 Public Meeting, City Hall, August 28, 2013
 Public Open House, Manhattan Square Park, November 6, 2013
 RRCDC, Reconnect Rochester, Rochester Cycling Alliance, October 16, 2013

Ci C il M i U d O b 17 2013 City Council Meeting Update, October 17, 2013
 ESL Meeting, October, November 5, 2013
 East End Business Association Meeting, November 6, 2013
 RRCDC November 15 2014 RRCDC, November 15, 2014
 Wadsworth Neighborhood Meeting
 Richmond Street Neighborhood Meeting, December 5, 2013
 Numerous collaborative meetings with Monroe County DOT NYSDOT and Numerous collaborative meetings with Monroe County DOT, NYSDOT, and 

FHWA

Future Meetings:Future Meetings:

 Final Design Public Meeting
 Pre‐Construction Public MeetingPre Construction Public Meeting



Project Status/Schedule/Next Step
 Selected for “TIGER” Funding (Fall, 2013); ranked 3rd of 50 nationally
 Complete Preliminary Engineering Design Report (End of February)

 Alternative Development
E i l S di Environmental Studies

 Public Participation
 Complete SEQRA and NEPA per State and Federal Requirements

 Final Design (Complete by End of May)
 Bid (Summer)
 Start Construction (Fall) Start Construction (Fall)



Project Website
Contains:
• Project overview

l• Project support letters

• Documents ( Scoping 
Report and TIGER GrantReport and TIGER Grant 
Application)

• Multimedia and Press
• 3D Simulation

• Slide Show Project 
Overview /Overview

• Rush Hour Video

• Public Participation 

www.cityofrochester.gov/innerloopeast

Information



WHY?WHY?
The transformation of this expresswayThe transformation of this expressway 

into an at grade complete street 
supporting bicycle and pedestriansupporting bicycle and pedestrian 
traffic will create a more livable and 
lk bl i h l i iwalkable community, thus resulting in 

substantial social, health, fiscal and 
economic benefits!



Agenda
 Open House  6:00 to 6:30 PM
 Presentation  6:30 to 7:00 PM

B k d/Hi Background/History
 Project Conditions and Needs
 Project Statusj
 Alternatives Considered
 Recommendation
 Next Step Next Step

 Question and Answer  7:00 to 7:30 PM
 Formal Comment (Hearing) 7:30 to 8:00 PMFormal Comment (Hearing) 7:30 to 8:00 PM
 Open House 8:00 to 8:30 PM
 Closing 8:30 PMg



Public Hearing


