
AGENDA REVIEW QUESTIONS 

JULY 6, 2017 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
Int. No.237 (41) – Agreement – Media Impressions Ltd., Advertising Buying Agent 

Q: Who are the principals of this company?  (Haag/Clifford) 

A: Patty Carroll – President 

 

Q: It appears that the vendor selected has an MWBE status, can you confirm which? Additionally, 

please review the list and update as some information is out of date.   (Spaull) 

A: Media Impressions is a woman-owned business and sole proprietor. She submitted her application 

for MWBE status over a year ago and has not heard back as of yet. 

 

As for the list, Communications will work with the Purchasing Bureau to review and update. 

 

Q: It appears that the vendor selected has an MWBE status, can you confirm which? Additionally, 

please review the list and update as some information is out of date.   (Spaull) 

A: INITIAL RESPONSE-  Media Impressions is a woman-owned business and sole proprietor. She 

submitted her application for MWBE status over a year ago and has not heard back as of yet. 

As for the list, Communications will work with the Purchasing Bureau to review and update. 

ADDITIONAL RESPONSE:   Att. A is the above referenced list. 

 

Int. No. 238 (43) – Agreement – Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement 

Program Grant, Rochester Shared Mobility Program  

Council Priority:  Jobs and Economic Development 

Q: Provide more information on what the agreement with RTRGA entails. (Clifford) 

A: The agreement will outline the following: 

 RGRTA’s responsibilities in the adoption, operation, and expansion of the Vanpool Pilot 

Program as it transitions to be part of the Rochester Shared Mobility Program. This includes 

expectations for program growth over the next 5 years. 

 Parameters for vanpool service that will be eligible for a subsidy reimbursement of $400 per 

month, per van, to be paid by the City (using CMAQ grant funds). The City will reimburse 

RGRTA for vans that meet at least one of the following eligibility requirements:  

o vans that originate or terminate within city limits 

o any van that includes at least three residents living in high poverty census tracts as 

defined by 25% or greater poverty rate according to US Census data. 

 Specify the data that RGRTA must provide to the City for program evaluation and CMAQ 

grant reporting compliance. 

 Parameters for special cases in which the City will provide additional CMAQ subsidy 

reimbursement for eligible vans. These include, but are not limited to: vans that have been 

retrofitted for accessibility for persons with disabilities, vans traveling over 55 miles one-

way, and vans including participants with financial or other special needs. 



 To clarify, the agreement allocates $354,000 to form a subsidy pool that will reimburse 

RGRTA for vanpool service upon invoice and documentation of van eligibility. There are no 

administrative/overhead costs in this agreement. These subsidies ensure vanpool service is 

affordable to those who live and/or work in city limits. When this CMAQ subsidy pool is 

spent down, RGRTA will be eligible to receive reimbursement through the Federal Transit 

Authority to sustain the program long-term.  

 Q: When the funds are not used will the reallocation come before Council?  (Scott) 

 A: Yes. 

  









BUSINESS & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 

Int. No. 239 (32) – Acquisition of 239 Silver Street – Bull’s Head Revitalization Project 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing; Jobs and 

Economic Development 

Q: There is a $1,100 tax bill, depending on closing date, Councilmember Conklin would like to see 

legislation amended to have taxes pro-rated at the time of closing, not canceled entirely. (Conklin) 

A:  All past due taxes will be paid by owner through closing adjustment or separate payment.  The 

current taxes will be pro-rated at the time of closing.     

Q:  Provide a better map that will show the City properties.  Conklin 

A:  Attached find two color maps (Att. A and B).  

  







NEIGHBORHOOD & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE 
 

Int. No. 242 (23) – Code Amendment – Section 90-20, Building Owner Registry 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing; Public Safety 

Q: What is the fine amount and is there an escalation if not paid/corrected?  (Conklin) 

A:The fine amount for a medium level violation begins at $75 for the first offense and goes to $150 

for a second and $300 for a third and any subsequent violations. Any fine that is not responded to 

defaults and the associated value then doubles. 

 

Q: Provide map of the ZIP codes listed – likely NYS map with those areas indicated.  (Haag) 

A: We are working to find a map that allows us to adjust the perimeters to reflect the registry.  For 

your information in the interim, however, the 13 and 14 zip code areas go from the far western 

boarder of the state to just past Utica to the east. 

 

Q: Council enacted this legislation regarding building owners/local property managers several years 

ago. This updates the legislation but enforcement is still the issue. How will this be enforced?  Who is 

the effective point of contact and how will the sanctions be monitored and enforced?  (Spaull) 

A: The enforcement of this requirement will occur in two ways:  1) through our renewable Certificate 

of Occupancy program and 2) through complaint driven cases. The Permit Office receives 

approximately 4,000 C of O applications each year, as the applications are received the support staff 

will indicate whether or not the required information has been provided. In the event that it has not, 

that will be indicated on the case for the assigned inspector to follow up on, and the C of O will not be 

issued until it has been received. Any time we receive a new complaint, the support staff will note 

whether or not we have the required information in the system and where we do not, it will be an 

additional issue the owner must address before the complaint case is closed. All of our cases are 

subject to continuous auditing by the field supervisory staff. Additionally, the support staff who 

prepares the C of O at the conclusion will also ensure the information has been provided. 

 

 

Int. Nos. 243, 244, 245 (24) – 2017-18 Annual Action Plan, Consolidated Community 

Development Plan 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing; Jobs and 

Economic Development 

Q: Provide the feedback that was received at the public meetings. (Clifford) 

A: This information is on page 97 of the annual action plan.  It is also attachment A. 

 

Q: Provide a chart showing the difference of what you expected (this was provided at a work session) 

and what was done in the Plan this year.  (Ortiz) 

A: See attachment B. 

 

Q: Incorporate in the chart above the difference of what the cost would be for 12 months versus the 9 

months that some programs are limited to. (Clifford) 

A: With the exception of street liaison and business association contracts that it is anticipated will be 

for 9 months, the other contracts are expected to have an August 1st start date, running 11 months. 



The funds we receive from HUD and subsequently allocate are finite. That is, whether the contract is 

for 9, 11 or 12 months, we only had a certain amount to give.  Therefore there isn’t a difference in 

cost shown. (The only programs that may be 9 months are business association and street liaison 

programs as we released an RFP and will be using an application form. The housing programs are 

not limited to 9 months.) All CDBG public service programs must end by June 30, 2018 in order to 

stay under the public services cap for this year. All of the above programs were provided funding 

based on our allocation from HUD. 

 

Int. No. 246 (25) – 2017-18 Consolidated Community Development Plan, Housing 

Opportunities for Persons with AIDS 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing 

Q: Catholic Charities did not make their goal in 16-17 and they are reducing their goal for 17-18 – 

why?  (Scott) 

A: The reduction was due to many of the clients needing more comprehensive services than rental 

assistance and they were able to receive these services before being place in the City’s rental 

assistance program.  Secondly, funds were frozen as of April 1st because of the uncertainty of 

2017/18 funding.  They did not want to continue enrolling households without knowing that the 

rental assistance would be available.  Now having more information regarding the funding, they 

have asked for an extension of the current agreement and are certain that the 16/17 goal will be 

met or very close to it.  The extension is to September 30th. 

 

Q: Provide information as to why the actual numbers served by Catholic Charities was so low in 

2016?  What is the cause of the downturn? (Spaull) 

A: The reduction was due to many of the clients needing more comprehensive services than rental 

assistance and they were able to receive these services before being place in the City’s rental 

assistance program.  Secondly, funds were frozen as of April 1st because of the uncertainty of 2017/18 

funding.  They did not want to continue enrolling households without knowing that the rental 

assistance would be available.  Now having more information regarding the funding, they have 

asked for an extension of the current agreement and are certain that the 16/17 goal will be met or 

very close to it.  The extension is to September 30th. 

 

Int. No. 248 (27) – Agreement- Lifespan of Greater Rochester, Inc., 2017-18 Consolidated 

Community Development Plan, Aging in Place Home Modification Program 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing 

Q: How many homes were evaluated and updated for aging in place for over 5 years.  (Haag) 

A: Lifespan assessed and modified a total of 778 City homes 2012-2016. The contract goal was 497 

homes assessed and modified for this same period. 

Int. No. 249 (28) – Agreement – Legal Aid Society of Rochester, New York, 2017-18 

Consolidated Community Development Plan, Landlord Tenant Services Program 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing 

Q: Provide contract amount for Legal Aid for the past 5 years and also if they were 9 months or 12 

months for each program year.  (Conklin) 

A: Please see table.  

Fiscal Year Contract Amount Contract term 

12-13 $147,312 12 months 

13-14 $149,000 12 months 



14-15 $130,000 12 months 

15-16 $85,000 9 months 

16-17 $100,000 12 months 

 

Q: How is the service provided by Legal Aid publicized?  Is it referral based?  (Spaull) 

A: Legal Aid does receive referrals from organizations, but primarily they are available every day to 

tenants at Eviction Court. The Housing Council has regularly scheduled courses which are 

publicized on their website and by the locations where the courses are held, among other methods. In 

addition, the Housing Hotline has been available for more than two decades and is well-known in the 

community at large and at non-profit organizations such as Catholic Charities and Veterans 

Outreach Center. Referrals often originate from 311 and 211. 

 

Int. No. 250 (29) – Agreements – The Housing Council at the PathStone, Inc. and Empire 

Justice Center, 2017-18 Consolidated Community Development Plan, Foreclosure 

Prevention Program 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing 

Q: Provide information on City foreclosures – what are the numbers over the past 5 FYs, and indicate 

by quadrant if possible.  (Ortiz) 

A: See table below for foreclosure filings for the City of Rochester for calendar year by quadrant and 

total. 

 

Quad 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

NORTHEAST 145 184 202 176 122 

NORTHWEST 203 267 248 269 199 

SOUTHEAST 137 196 190 199 151 

SOUTHWEST 142 187 183 190 116 

Grand Total 627 834 823 834 589 

 

Int. No. 251 (30) – Agreement – Rochester Housing Development Fund Corporation, HOME 

Rochester Program 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing 

Q:  Provide the real dollar amount for AMIs.  (Haag) 

A: Please see table for income limits by family size. 

 

Family Size 80% 100% 120% 

1  $  38,450   $  48,000   $  57,600  

2 43,950  54,900  65,850  

3 49,450  61,750  74,100  



4 54,900  68,600  82,300  

5 59,300  74,100  88,900  

6 63,700  79,600  95,500  

7 68,100  85,050  102,100  

8 72,500  90,550  108,650  

 

 

Q: How many people have left prior to the 10 year requirement?  (Haag) 

A: Although rare (typically fewer than 4 per year), it does happen. However, the subsidies are 

attached to the house rather than the owner. Owners are required to sell the property to another 

income-eligible borrower, approved by the City, to take over the remaining years of required home 

owner residency. Therefore, in a situation where the original owner has left prior to the City’s 

residency requirement, the new owner will still be a low-to-moderate income household adding 

stability to the neighborhood.  

 

Int. No. 253 (33) – Amendatory Agreement – Center for Dispute Settlement, Inc., 

Demolition Hearing Officers 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing; Public Safety 

Q: Of the 72 hearings, how many properties were demolished?  (Haag) 

A: The 72 properties covered by this Council item involve our upcoming demolition hearings 

scheduled for the 2017-18 fiscal year.  Based on the 65 hearings conducted in the 2016 calendar year, 

49 properties were demolished. 

 

Q:  Is this a reduction in number from years past?  (Clifford) 

A: The number of properties scheduled for demolition hearings has remained somewhat constant the 

past three years.  

 

Q: How many hearings were held in last 3 years?  Indicate the total by year.  (Conklin) 

A: In the last 3 years we held the following number of demo hearings: 

2014- 61 

2015- 74 

2016- 65 

 

Int. Nos. 254, 255 (34) – Demolition Program 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing 

Q: Why are the numbers for this item and Int. No. 253 not matching?  (Conklin) 

A: The number of properties in Int. No. 253 are those privately owned where we believe a hearing is 

necessary based on the current status. Often times a property taken through a demo hearing process 

can be either rehabilitated or demolished by the owner. 

 

Q: How many vacant structures are in the City?  (Ortiz) 

A: There are 2,470 properties currently cited as vacant. This includes both City and privately owned. 

 

 



 

 

Q: Provide all demolition dollars for the year, residential and commercial, from all sources and how 

many demos can be done.  (Ortiz) 

A: $723,000 – bonds 

 $700,000 – CDBG for residential properties 

 $700,000 – CDBG for commercial/industrial properties 

 $250,000 – Cash 

 

Based on this funding and current unexpended funds we expect to be able to demolish approximately 

80 properties. 

 

Q: Do we have an updated list of those properties targeted for demolition?  Provide an updated list 

that includes those properties which were demolished and those still on the list and perhaps then date 

of expected demolition.  (Spaull) 

A: Two lists are attached, one lists the properties demolished the past fiscal year (Att. C), the other 

captures all properties privately owned or city owned that are currently identified as demo cases 

(Att. D). Note that this list can be somewhat transient as properties taken through the private demo 

hearing process are on occasion taken out of that process due to them being rehabilitated or they are 

demolished by the owner. 

 

Int. No. 256 (35) – Agreement – Landmark Society of Western New York, Inc., Southwest 

Quadrant Historic Resource Survey 

Council Priority:  Creating and Sustaining a Culture of Vibrancy 

Q: Which consultants are City residents and specifically from the SW?  (McFadden) 

A: The major subconsultant that has been chosen by the Landmark Society is Katie Comeau of Bero 

Architecture. Bero is the architecture firm that does most of the preservation work in the City. They 

are located downtown on Winthrop Street.  There will also be two interns assisting in the survey 

work over the summer. They are both graduate students in historic preservation Masters Programs 

at Roger Williams University and Southeast Missouri State University, although neither intern was 

previously a city resident each has taken up city residency for the summer, one in the 19th Ward and 

the other in the SE Quadrant. 

Int. No. 257 (36) – Agreement – University of Rochester, Urban Fellow Program Summer 

Session 2017 

Council Priority:  Creating and Sustaining a Culture of Vibrancy 

Q: Why was this chosen as a project and not something else?  (Clifford)  

A: The Southeast Neighborhood Service Center has been working with the Refugees Helping 

Refugees (RHR) located at 835 South Avenue for the past year to strengthen our work with the 

refugee population. We asked the college volunteers who are operating the center to apply for an 

Urban Fellow to assist with capacity building so they could get some basic systems in place for the 

center.  RHR was accepted by the Urban Fellow program of the University of Rochester for a 

placement but did not have the money to pay for the fellows so we were approached by the 

organization to pay for the positions. In the 2017-18 budget, SE had planned on a Youth Year or 

Urban Fellow.  



Q: Why this area?  Was Catholic Families considered?  Wouldn’t it be easier to give $1000 for each 

quadrant?  (Conklin) 

A: The Southeast Quadrant has been working with the Refugees Helping Refugees (RHR) 

organization to connect to services and make contact with neighbors that might be able to support or 

guide.  (RHR) works with Catholic Families for many of the programs.  This was to create data bases 

of participants, families, volunteers; create forms for programs being offered and work on the website 

for the organization.  This is a Southeast Quadrant project coming out of the Professional Service 

line of the Southeast Neighborhood Service Center. 

Q: Is this coming to Council because of other UR contracts since the amount is below $10K.  (Scott) 

A: Yes, there are other contracts for the U of R so it had to go before Council. 

Int. No. 259 (38) – Buyer Assistance Program, 2017-18 Consolidated Community 

Development Plan 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing 

Q: Over the time that this has been in existence, how many people has it assisted, and have any 

defaulted?  (Conklin)  

A: Since the program was brought in-house and administered by City staff in 2005, we have recorded 

1,438 closings. The current New York State foreclosure rate is 3.1%; buyers through this program 

have an average foreclosure rate of less than 2.3%.  

 

Int. No. 260 (39) – Homebuyer Training Program, 2017-18 Consolidated Community 

Development Plan 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing 

Q:  Is this funding for City residents only, and if its open to the community at large does the county 

contribute? (Clifford)  

A: This funding is only utilized if an approved Homebuyer Services applicant purchases a property 

located in the City.  

 

Int. No. 261 (40) – 2017-18 Consolidated Community Development Plan – Business 

Programs 

Council Priority:  Jobs and Economic Development 

Q: Provide a listing of businesses that have received grants and loans from this program.  (Conklin)   

A:  The following are organizations approved to receive loan and/or grant assistance during fiscal 

year 2016-17, utilizing CDBG funding from the City of Rochester: 

 

Blossom Road Medical                   362-366 Arnett LLC                    Park Avenue Pets 

Pivot Acupuncture                         Arbor Loft                                   Shop Peppermint 

1255 University LLC                     Sultansville                             Effortlessly Healthy 

Genesee Coop                                 Stylz by Nicole                        Liberty Family Restaurant 

The Playhouse                               Maccabee                                          Slay Beauty Bar 

New Clinton Pharmacy                 The Wok                                            Spin Sisters 

Jones Development                       Beautiful Birth Choices                     Dogtown 

Wilshire Restaurant                      Radio Social                                   More Fireglass 

Ultra Tool                                      S&T Lounge                          High Technology of Rochester 



Hyatt                                              PGH Kirstein                                     Yazan Services 

Rochester Store Fixtures              Sal's Birdland                                    Airigami 

Over the past three years (2014-15, 2015-16, and 2016-17), 10 CDBG loans have been funded, while 

166 grants to businesses have been provided.  

Q: Have there been any defaults under the loan?  (Conklin) 

A:  During the past three years (2014-15, 2015-16, and 2016-17), none of the loans funded during this 

time have been written off due to default.   

 

Int. No. 262 (45) – Grant Agreements – Local Initiatives Support Corporation and 

Enterprise Community Partners, Inc., BuildingBlocks Data Platform and Support 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing; Public Safety 

Q: Will any money be exchanged or received in the grant process?  (Scott)  

A: No, the grant is for two years of access to the software and the associated support for connecting 

our data to it. 

 

Q: Provide more information on what the Building Blocks Data Platform and Support is.  (Clifford) 

A: The BuildingBlocks data platform is tool that will allow us to centralize our public interface data 

to one area and provide enhanced analytical tools for both staff and the public to use in assessing 

accessible data of interest. Data that is now in separate maps or on separate tabs on the city’s 

website will be joined into one area for convenient and more effective use of the data. For example, if 

you wanted to access the crime data and the vacant property data now you would have to use two 

separate maps this will join that data into one area so you can more efficiently and effectively use 

the data. 

  





























PARKS & PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

 
Int. No. 268 (6) – Agreement – Clark Patterson Engineers, Surveyor, Architects and 

Landscape Architect, D.P.C., 42-50 South Avenue Renovation 

Q: Are all of the DRYS programs going to this location, or would there still be some located in the 

library?  Conklin  

A: All DRYS staff located at the library will move to the new location. 

 

Q:  Does the library have a plan for this vacated space?  Clifford  

A: The space currently occupied by OTR will become part of the Central Library's Technology Center, 

which is in planning and design now. 

 

Q: Was the library made aware of this change and when?  Ortiz 

A:  The library director was advised that this was being considered as soon as the DRYS 

commissioner was made aware. A preliminary plan was devised to accommodate the time and staff 

then. 

  



PUBLIC SAFETY, YOUTH & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

Int. No. 273 (9) – Agreement – Rochester’s Child, Inc., Parent Leadership Training 

Institute 

Council Priority:  Support the Creation of Effective Educational Systems 

Q:  Why is the RCSD not contributing/paying for this? (Conklin)  

A:  The RCSD does provide some funding for this.  The District has granted $10,000 a year to the 

program for the past five years and has committed $10,000 for the 2017-18 program year. 

 

Q: What was the allocated funding for this program last year?  The PLTI program has been effective 

but it appears that this amount is reduced?  If so, what was the reason for the reduction?  (Spaull) 

A:  The City allocated $10,000 for the 2016-17 program year and funding for the 2017-18 program 

year remains level at $10,000. 

 

Int. No. 274 (10) – Agreement – Rochester Area Community Foundation, Quad A for Kids 

Council Priority:  Support the Creation of Effective Educational Systems 

Q: How many youth were served last year?  (Clifford) 

A: During the 2016-17 school year, Quad A served an average of 216 youth per day at the three 

sites.   

Q: What after school programs does the City fund?  Provide a listing.  (Clifford) 

A:  The Department of Recreation and Youth Services operates after school programs at the 

following R-Centers and after school sites: 

 Adams 

 Ave. D 

 Campbell 

 Carter 

 Edgerton 

 Flint 

 Frederick Douglass 

 Gantt 

 Humboldt 

 Ryan 

 Roxie Ann Sinkler 

 #17 

 #35 

 #42 

 #46 

DRYS also provides support to the after school program operated by Baden Street Settlement at the 

Clinton Baden Community Center, most recently authorized by City Council Ordinance No. 2017-53 

 

Q: Does the City /DRYS receive updated reports and outcomes based on funded expectation?  What 

was the amount of funding for this program last year in 2016?  (Spaull) 

A:  Quad A submits an annual report of program outcomes to the City/DRYS.  Quad A received 

$40,000 in City funding for the 2016-17 program year. 

 

Int. No. 275 (11) – Grant Acceptance – Monroe County, Rochester-Monroe County Youth 

Bureau 

Council Priority:  Support the Creation of Effective Educational Systems 

Q: What is positive youth development programming?   Provide examples of programs provided last 

year.  (Clifford) 



A:  The Youth Bureau grant funding is currently used to support staff and program material costs for 

several Recreation programs including: 

1. Recreation athletic leagues:  Funding is used to fund “Refs on the Move” staff.  These staff 

act as referees and assist with transportation of youth sports team for Recreation-managed 

softball, flag football, and basketball leagues.  Referees are trained in sportsmanship best 

practices as well as other safety and youth development practices (ex. First Aid and 

CPR).  These leagues primarily serve both male and female youth ages 16 and under, 

includes participants from the majority of the R-Centers, and are often a youth’s first or 

early experience with athletics prior to participation on a more competitive school team. 

2. Youth Leadership programming:  Funding is used to support part-time staff, program 

supplies, and consultants for two youth leadership programs – the Girls Coalition and Team 

IMPACT.  The Girls Coalition strives to empower young ladies and promote leadership 

within, among and between girls and with their advisors.  Members are able to participate in 

weekly girls-only activities at their R-Centers, monthly city-wide Girls Nights Out meetings 

or field trips, and semi-annual special events (ex. Voices of Experience).  Girls Coalition 

advisors participate in monthly professional development.  Team IMPACT (Inspire Male 

Participants who Acknowledge their Choice to Transform) follows a similar program model 

with a focus on boys.  Members are able to participate in weekly IMPACT activities and 

semi-annual service projects and field trips.  Male advisors meet on a monthly basis for 

program planning and professional development.  Team IMPACT utilizes the Dare to Be 

King curriculum, while Girls Coalition partners with Nazareth College Community Youth 

Development program to align with positive youth development and youth-adult 

partnerships best practices. 

3. Youth Literacy:  Funding is used to support city-wide R-Center literacy initiatives including 

purchase of reading materials, youth magazine subscriptions, online subscriptions (RAZ Kids 

& Accelerated Reader).  R-Center staff have been trained by Library staff and outside 

consultants to support and encourage positive youth reading habits, and reading time has 

been incorporated into daily R-Center activities city-wide. 

All of these programs are free and open to registered R-Center participants, though some programs 

may target specific age groups or genders.   

 

Int. No. 276 (12) – Amendatory Agreement – North East Area Development, Inc., Summer 

of Opportunity Program 

Council Priority:  Jobs and Economic Development 

Q: How does this relate to SOOP as a whole?  (Ortiz)  

A:  DRYS previously went to Council in April to accept a NYS Department of Labor grant and 

authorize agreements with outside agencies for SOOP Tier 1 externally administered youth work 

experiences. 

 

This Council item appropriates the CDBG grant that funds the SOOP Tier 2 internally administered 

youth jobs within City government departments.  This Council item also authorizes an amendment 

to the existing agreement with NEAD for the GET IT youth work experience program, to provide 

additional funding for wages for participants ages 16 years and older (instead of a stipend). 

 

Int. No. 277 (13) – Mural Arts Project “Roc Paint Division” 

Council Priority:  Creating and Sustaining a Culture of Vibrancy; Support the Creation of 

Effective Educational Systems 

Q: Provide a report on the last 5 years of funding – include projects, locations, etc.  Provide colored 

pictures of projects.  (Conklin) 

A:  Murals have been installed at the following locations (please see attached color pictures and 

locations in attachment A): 

Years 1-2 

Ametek building on North Union Street across from the Public Market 



17 “Words to Live By” murals in various locations 

Rochester Pillars (Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass, Nathaniel Rochester and Austin 

Steward) on the pillar abutments of the underpass at the corner of West Main and Ford 

Streets 

Year 3 

Campbell R-Center (interior and exterior) 

Flint R-Center (interior) 

Roxie Ann Sinkler R-Center (exterior) 

Year 4 

Avenue D R-Center (interior) 

Flint R-Center (exterior) 

Frederick Douglass R-Center (interior) 

Humboldt R-Center (interior) 

Ryan R-Center (interior) 

 

The City has allocated the annual funding levels listed below, which has primarily been used for 

staff and youth wages, and program supplies:  

Year 1 (2012-2013)           $100,000 

Year 2 (2013-2014)           $80,000 *Includes $25,000 Rollover funds from Year 1 

Year 3 (2015-2016**)      $81,000 **Program did not take place in 2014-15 due to 

administration 

 changes 

Year 4 (2016-2017)           $85,000 

 

Q: Are the two lead artists the same?  How are they picked?  (Conklin) 

A: Justin Suarez will remain in one of the two Public Art Coordinator roles.  Our second Public Art 

Coordinator has acquired another full-time opportunity.  It is our hope to promote the program’s 

Project Assistant, Brittany Williams, to this role.  Applicants were originally recruited from prior 

work with local mural artists, Wall Therapy and the local art community, and then went through an 

interview process and standard City hiring procedures.    

 

Q: Is this a new CFA application for this year or have CFA dollars been used previously?  (Haag) 

A:  This is a new CFA application.  CFA dollars have not been received for this project previously. 

 

Int. No. 279 (15) – Agreement – R.K. Hite & Co., Inc., Campbell Street R-Center Gateway 

Project 

Council Priority:  Rebuilding and Strengthening Neighborhood Housing; Creating and 

Sustaining a Culture of Vibrancy 

Q:  Are 512 and 520 Campbell occupied? (Haag) 

A:  The City’s Building Information System lists 512 Campbell Street as occupied and 520 Campbell 

Street as vacant (for approximately two years).   

 

Int. No. 280 (16) – Appropriation of Forfeiture Funds – GRANET Operations 

Council Priority:  Public Safety 

Q: Provide a breakdown of the budget and what $200K will fund.  (Clifford)  

A:  The breakdown of the annual budget for the Greater Rochester Area Narcotics Enforcement 

Team (GRANET) is as follows: 

 Office Supplies - $1,000 

 Miscellaneous Supplies - $5,000 

 Rental Vehicles for investigations - $5,000 

 Confidential funds/Buy money - $115,300 

 Communications (cell phones, surveillance expenses, etc.) - $73,700 



 

Int. No. 281 (17) – Federal Forfeiture Funds 

Council Priority:  Public Safety 

Q: How many cars are assigned?  Provide a listing including each car’s year, make and model.  

(Conklin)  

A:  SIS has (32) take home cars, (9) of which came by way of a seizure.  See attachment B for 

details 

Int. No. 282 (18) – Agreement – Monroe Community College, Police Recruit Education 

Project 

Council Priority:  Support the Creation of Effective Educational Systems; Public Safety 

Q: How many students have gone through this in recent years?  How many students who start this 

complete the program?  Of those completed how many sign up and how many actually take the test?  

Provide information on their score/placement on the list and how many have been hired.  (Clifford/ 

Ortiz/ Conklin) 

A:  During the six years that this two year program has been in existence, a total of 52 people were 

selected for participation in the PREP program.  Of the 52 selected, 13 have completed the two year 

program and have taken the Civil Service Exam, six of which have been hired as Police Officers and 

four have been hired for civilian positions within the City of Rochester. 

 

The following is a breakdown of the 19 Cadets who took the Civil Service exam in November 2016: 

 Two scored a 90 (1 took an employment offer with another agency, 1 is currently being 

processed) 

 Six scored an 85 (4 did not complete the process due to withdrawing, or not passing physical 

agility or psychology exam, 1 was hired, and 1 is currently being processed) 

 One scored an 80 (not reachable) 

 One scored a 75 (failed physical agility) 

 One scored a 70 (not reachable) 

 One failed written exam 

 Four were not in the program long enough to take the 2016 civil service exam 

 Three dropped out of the program before exam scores were released. 

 

Int. No. 283 (19) – Grant Agreement – New York State Division of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Services, 2017 State Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Program Grant 

Council Priority:  Public Safety 

Q: Provide a listing on what the funding will be spent on, what the costs associated for each item are.  

(Conklin)  

A:  The following is the purchase plan for this grant: 

 Side scanning sonar for Scuba - $40,000 (Broadens and enlarges underwater area to be 

investigated during an incident) 

 Hammerhead detection device for Scuba - $22,000 (Allows for detection of greater detail in 

underwater investigations) 

 Three replacement recon robots for SWAT - $26,000 (Allows for an area of interest to be 

viewed remotely without endangering personnel) 

 Twenty-five ballistic helmets for SWAT - $29,500 (Protects tactical team members when 

entering an area of incident) 

 



Int. No. 285 (20) – Grant Agreement – New York State Division of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Services, 2017 State Homeland Security Program 

Council Priority:  Public Safety 

Q: Provide plan for CERT Training.  (Clifford)  

A: The RFD typically conducts 2-3 classes annually.  The next class is tentatively scheduled for the 

fall of 2017.  Each class consists of 27 hours of training, taking place once a week in the evening for 3 

hours over a period of 9 weeks.  The course follows the federal curriculum (available at 

https://www.fema.gov/training-materials ).  

  

The course also teaches students two components not in the federal CERT curriculum:  

 

1. The RFD teaches the students CPR 

2. The RFD teaches the students the role of (and how to help the City of Rochester) in a Points 

of Dispensing (PODS) situation.  

 

The course is available to all citizens with preference going to city residents, school children, and city 

businesses. 

 

Int. No. 286 (46) – Intermunicipal Agreement – Monroe County, Electronic Pistol Permit 

Records System 

Council Priority:  Public Safety 

Q: Is the quality better now that the records are electronic?  (Haag) 

A:  RPD does not have access to these records at this time.  We are confident this access will improve 

our ability to conduct pistol permit and overall firearms investigations.  

 

Q: Is there a mechanism to track if guns have been surrendered if permit holder dies?  (Conklin) 

A:  At this time there is no reliable way to track handguns on a deceased permit holder and the 

status of the outstanding guns.  As part of our firearms project we are exploring ways to connect 

death records with permit holders.  Also, as part of the project and in conjunction with the Monroe 

County Sheriff's Office, we have developed a handout that provides step by step information 

regarding ways to turn in handguns that may be registered on a deceased individual’s permit and 

the various options available.  These handouts were provided to area funeral parlors to be given to 

individuals as part of their funeral arrangement package. 

 

Q: How will the electronic system be utilized?  (Ortiz) 

A:  Specific RPD members will have "read only" access to the pistol permit database, which will 

further our ability to conduct comprehensive, timely investigations regarding pistols that are 

registered on a permit.  The system also allows us to readily identify those that are in violation of the 

law and eligible to have their permit suspended or revoked. 

 

Q:  What is the cost for access to the electronic system?  (McFadden) 

A:  There is no associated cost for the use of this program. 

 

https://www.fema.gov/training-materials



















