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April 11,2023 LAW 46

TO THE COUNCIL

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Re: Amendatory legal services agreement
with Harter Secrest & Emery LLP for 
securities litigation

Transmitted herewith for your approval is legislation increasing the maximum compensation for a 
professional services agreement with Harter Secrest & Emery LLP related to securities litigation 
commenced last year by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. This litigation is wholly 
related to an attempt to hold the City of Rochester and the City’s former Finance Director liable for 
the failure of the Rochester City School District to disclose certain financial information.

The professional services agreement, as authorized last July in Ordinance No. 2022-183 and 
amended in January by Ordinance No. 2023-30, authorizes maximum compensation in the 
amount of $100,000. The legislation would increase the maximum compensation by $50,000 to a 
new total of $150,000, which will be funded from the 2022-23 Budget of Undistributed Expenses.

Respectfully submitted

Malik D. Evans 
Mayor
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Law 46
INTRODUCTORY MO,

15~£ Ordinance No.

Authorizing an amendatory agreement relating to securities litigation services

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Rochester as follows:

Section 1. The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into an amendatory 
professional services agreement with Harter Secrest & Emery LLP to continue to 
provide legal services with regard to securities litigation. The amendatory agreement 
shall amend the existing agreement authorized by Ordinance No. 2022-183 and as 
amended by Ordinance No. 2023-30 to increase the maximum compensation by 
$50,000 to a new total of $150,000. The amendatory compensation shall be funded 
from the 2022-23 Budget of Undistributed Expenses.

Section 2. The agreement shall contain such additional terms and conditions as 
the Mayor deems appropriate.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.
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April 12,2023 MAYOR 47

TO THE COUNCIL

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Re: Appointment - Police Accountability
Board

Transmitted herewith for your approval is legislation to approve the appointment of William G. 
Clark to the Police Accountability Board (PAB) as required by the City Charter.

William G. Clark’s resume is on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

Respectfully submitted,

Malik D. Evans 
Mayor
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Mayor #__! INTRODUCTORY "NO

11> 7 Resolution No.

Approving appointment to the Police Accountability Board

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Rochester as follows:

Section 1. The Council hereby approves the appointment of William G. Clark to 
the Police Accountability Board as appointed by the Mayor for a term expiring on June 
30,2026. ‘

Section 2. This resolution shall take effect immediately.



RECREATION & HUMAN
SERVICES COMMITTEECity of Rochester, NY

Rochester City Council
City Hall Room 301A • 30 Church Street • Rochester, New York 14614-1290 INTRODUCTORY NO.

!SZJose M. Peo, Northwest District Representative
Council 1

April 12, 2023

TO THE COUNCIL

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Re: Amending the Municipal Code with 
respect to Tethering dogs

Transmitted herewith for your approval is legislation related to the tethering of dogs. This legislation 
will amend Chapter 31 of the Municipal Code, Animals - Dog Control, to:

1. Insert definitions of hunting dogs, tether or tethering, and working dogs.

2. Add a new section prohibiting the tethering of a dog overnight, with less than 5 feet in length
and/or for more than one hour in certain weather conditions.

3. Establish penalties for any of the above offences in line with the current leash law.

After a thorough analysis, aspects of tethering proposed in other cities are addressed in state cruelty 
laws and therefore are not included here since they would be duplicative of those state provisions. 
These amendments will take effect June 1,2023.

Respectfully submitted,
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Council 1

Ordinance No.

Amending the Municipal Code with respect to the tethering of dogs

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Rochester as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 31 of the Municipal Code, Animals - Dog Control, as 
amended, is hereby further amended:

a. in Section 31-2, Definitions, to insert in alphabetical order the following definitions:

HUNTING DOG
Shall mean any dog that is trained to aid in the taking of wildlife and is
actually or has been used for such purposes, consistent with applicable law
and regulation, including NYS Environmental Conservation Law Section 11
0923, and any local permitting process.

TETHER OR TETHERING
Shall include the act of leashing, fastening, securing, chaining, tying or
otherwise restraining a dog to any object, stationary or otherwise, except
when such acts occur as part of the lawful engagement of a hunting dog or a
working dog as defined in this section. The area in which the dog is tethered
must be clean and the dog must have access to food, potable water, and
shelter from the weather. The tether should be at least 5 feet in length.

WORKING DOG
Shall mean any dog that is trained to herd and/or protect livestock, control
bird and/or wildlife populations, or is actually or has been used in connection
with farming or agricultural purposes.

b. by inserting a new Section 31-4.1, Tethering, to read as follows:

§31-4.1. Tethering

The following shall constitute prohibited conduct:

A. Tethering a dog overnight.

B. Tethering a dog with a tether less than 5 feet in length.

C. Tethering a dog for a period in excess of one hour in a blizzard, heavy 
rain, thunder and lightning, or a snow storm generating more than 6
inches of accumulation.



Council 1

c. in § 31-17, Penalties for offences, by modifying Subsection A(2) thereof, to read as
follows:

(2) Leash law and tethering violations (§§ 31-4 and 31-4.1).

Initial
Penalty

Penalty
upon

Default
$ 200First offense

Second offense
Third and subsequent 
offense

$ 100
250 500
500 1,000

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect June 1, 2023.

Underlining indicates new text
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Miguel A. Melendez, Jr. Council President, Councilmember At-Large

April 13, 2023

TO THE COUNCIL

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Re: Police Accountability Board Appointments

Transmitted herewith for your approval are two resolutions appointing Reverend Keith Patterson and 
Mary E. Wambach to the Police Accountability Board for the Police Accountability Board Alliance 
Seats 1 and 3, respectively. Both candidates were nominated by the Police Accountability Board 
Alliance (PABA) and interviewed by City Council members.

PABA Seat 1 was vacated by a previous Board member on January 31,2023, however, that member 
was sitting in a seat that expired June 30, 2021, and was eligible for a full 3-year term. Therefore, 
Reverend Patterson will serve the remaining portion of that term, expiring June 30, 2024.

PABA Seat 3 was vacated by a previous Board member on June 10, 2022, and that term expires on 
June 30, 2023. Ms. Wambach will serve the remaining portion of that term, and then begin a full 3- 
yearterm starting July 1,2023 and expiring June 30, 2026.

City residency was verified and their resumes are on file with the City Clerk.

Respectfully submitted,

Miguel A. Melendez, Jr. L*''*
President
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Council 2
INTRODUCTORY HQ.

I Resolution No.

Resolution appointing members for the Police Accountability Board

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Rochester as follows:

Section 1. The Council hereby appoints Reverend Keith Patterson to the Police 
Accountability Board to fill a vacancy in the first seat designated for the Police 
Accountability Board Alliance for a term that expires on June 30, 2024.

Section 2. The Council hereby appoints Mary E. Wambach to the Police 
Accountability Board to fill a vacancy in the third seat designated for the Police 
Accountability Board Alliance for the remainder of the current term that expires on June 
30, 2023 and for an additional term that expires on June 30, 2026.

Section 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.
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